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1. Introduction

Working people around the world have always soaghture without war, exploitation,
inequality, and poverty. They strive to build aghtier future, one based on democracy, peace,
justice, equality, cooperation, and meeting humeeds. That future is socialism, a system in
which working people control their own lives andstileies, and together build a better world.
The Communist Party USA is dedicated to the stmifgi socialism in this country. This
document is our Partys program, a statement oponcipals and goals and a guide to action
along the road to Socialism USA.

Socialism will usher in a new era in this countieTgreat wealth of the U.S. will for the first
time be for the benefit of all the people. Forepgicy will be based on mutual respect, peace,
and solidarity. The peoples democratic rights télguaranteed and expanded. Racial, gender,
and social equality will be the basis of domestiigies and practices. Socialism is not a dream,
but a necessity to working peoples lives. Only algxin has the solutions to the problems of
capitalism in this country.

We, the working people of the United States, faemé&ndous problems today: exploitation,
oppression, racism, sexism, a deteriorating enwent and infrastructure, huge budget deficits,
and a government dominated by the most vicious ehsrnof big capital and its political
operatives. This government, despite its rhetdrmua making Americans safe, has wasted
hundreds of billions on the invasion and occupatibimag while it cut money for maintaining
the leveesleading directly to the disaster thatidane Katrina wreaked on the people of New
Orleans and much of the Gulf Coast. Their callagsedard for African Americans, for poor
people, for the elderly, and for all those unablevacuate on their own exemplifies their
inhumane disregard for the lives of all working pko

We as a country face serious choices: militarischierperialism or peace, increased wealth for
the few or justice and equality for the many, ims@d power in the hands of the super-rich or
expansion of democracy for the vast majority, dtighit domination of all branches of
government which deals with problems by increasixgjoitation and oppression or progressive
electoral coalitions that seek real solutions mititerests of all working people.

The working class and all who work for a livingtbest majority of the peopleface a relentless,
vicious, and amoral enemy: the capitalist class.@untry is oppressed by one of the most
controlling, despicable, entrenched capitalistngiiclasses ever, concentrating enormous
political, economic, and military power in the haraf a few transnational corporations. These
corporations seek to steal, embezzle, extort, anhdmse all wealth from the tens of millions of
working people, from small businesses and famitgnkxs, from men, women, and children,
from seniors and youth, and from the employed, temdployed, and unemployed. They exploit
people as workers on the job and the same peoglenasimers at the checkout counter. Their
foremost weapon to maintain their dominance issracused to divide working people and
achieve extra profits. They work hard to extendauiftght control over the government and
government policy.

The ultra-right is led by the most reactionaryiitaiistic, racist, anti-democratic sectors of the
transnationals. They gain support for their ulight agenda from other political trends and
social groups, most of which are misled as to tresf interests, sometimes blinded by the
propaganda of fear and scapegoating.



Every movement for change and progress is chaltebhgehe power of the corporations.
Workers face corporate power in every contract tiagion. African Americans, Mexican
Americans and all other Latinos, Native Americahsian Americans, and women all face
corporate power when they seek real equality ojaih@nd in their communities. Youth face
corporate power when they seek free quality edowedtr all. Environmental organizations face
corporate power when they try to stop pollutionpsthe dumping of industrial waste, or stop the
ravaging of the remaining wilderness areas foriprof

The corporations and their paid hacks in the medrstantly proclaim that competition requires
lower wages, fewer benefits, fewer holidays, gugiedsion plans, continuing wage differentials
and discrimination, and the free export of captad jobs to other countries. We dont think that
is so. Free trade agreements, placing supra-natonamittees of capitalists above the laws of
any country, require ending environmental protetdjallow the free export of capital and jobs,
and remove the ability of countries to restrict tights and activities of corporate managers.
Such agreements are only free in that they givealdonus of super-profits to the already rich
and powerful at the expense of democracy, sovereignd workers rights.

All this is normal to the functioning of the capish system, but greatly intensified by the
dominance of the most reactionary section of tipitakst class. The solution to this ultra-right
domination lies in building the broadest, mostusove unity among our multinational,
male/female, multigenerational working class, stgrtvith the labor movement, racially and
nationally oppressed people, women, and youth. \Wst nmite lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, and straight people; professionalsraeliectuals; seniors; and the disabled; and
the mass peoples movements including the peacepemental, health care, education,
housing, and other movements. This all-peopled tadefeat the ultra-right is in the process of
developing, learning, and being tested in gianiggles for peace, to protect social programs and
services, to win health care for all, and to wintcol of all three branches of government from
the right wing.

Our country, our people, and our environment drbaahg destroyed by the greed of a few
obscenely wealthy capitalist groupings. Our wosldhreatened by the ravages of capitalist
globalization, by relentless efforts to drive wagesvn to the lowest possible level, by attempts
to destroy unions and all protections won by waskérough struggle, by the spread of toxic
wastes, and by imperialist war. We cant and wdrthie continue.

We need radical solutions, real democracy, anduri@y. We, the workers and our allies, need
to take power from the hands of the wealthy fewirthorporations, and their political
operatives. We need real solutions to real problemisthe empty promises of politicians and
corporate bosses. We need peace, justice, andtgqWat need socialism.

The United States has a proud history of radicdlramolutionary struggles, of mass movements
demanding and winning economic and social progrannseet the basic needs of the people, of
protecting and expanding democracy, and of untiingvercome obstacles with initiative,
energy, and innovation. The Communist Party isoaighpart of this countrys radical tradition.

We believe that the millions of working people halve power, if organized and united, to run
this country, to create a government of, by, amdHe people. The people of our country have
the right and responsibility, faced with an ex@tite, oppressive economic system, to alter or
abolish it. We can eject the fat-cat financial denfoom the election process, throw the
scavengers out of the banks, eject the CEOs frem dblden parachutes, and elect regular,



honest working people to represent us in governmmsigad of corporate lawyers and multi-
millionaires.

The struggles for the immediate demands and refoeeded by working people today are
essential steps toward our ultimate goals of thielutionary transformation of society and the
economy, toward socialism and then communism. Bimstant battles over issues large and
small are where workers learn the lesson that fumr@amental changes are necessary and that
people need socialism to have a truly humane societ

We, the working people of the United States, ireotd form a more perfect union, need
socialism, a system based on peoples needs, roatrparate greed.

The Communist Party has a program to get us there.

2. Capitalism, Exploitation, and Oppression

The capitalist class owns the factories, the baahd,transportationthe means of production and
distribution. Workers sell their ability to work order to acquire the necessities of life.
Capitalists buy the workers ability to labor, batyghem only a portion of the wealth they create.
Because the capitalists own the means of produdtiey are able to keep the surplus wealth
created by workers above and beyond the cost ofgayorkers wages and other costs of
productionunpaid labor that the capitalists apgedprand use to achieve ever-greater profits.
This surplus is the source of profit. These prdits turned into capital which capitalists use to
further exploit the sources of all wealthnature #relworking class.

Capitalists are compelled by competition to seet&ximize profits. The capitalist class as a
whole can do that only by extracting a greater Isisrfrom the unpaid labor of workers, by
increasing exploitationwhat capitalists often aatireasing productivity. Under capitalism,
economic development happens only if it is profgaib the individual capitalists, not for any
social need or good. The profit drive is inherentapitalism, and underlies or exacerbates all
major social ills of our times. With the rapid adea of technology and productivity, new forms
of capitalist ownership have developed to maxinp#it and exploit new markets.

The working people of our country confront seriotlsonic problems because of capitalism.
These chronic problems become part of the objectiwelitions that confront each new
generation of working people.

The threat of nuclear war, which can destroy athhnity, grows with the spread of nuclear
weapons, space-based weaponry, and a militaryidedtrat justifies their use in preemptive
wars and wars without end. Since the end of Worlt W the U.S. has been constantly involved
in aggressive military actions both big and smEhese have cost millions of lives and
casualties, huge material losses, as well aotigliof U.S. taxpayer dollars. Threats to the
environment continue to spiral out of control, #tening all life on our planet.

Millions of workers are unemployed, underemploya&dnsecure in their jobs, even during
economic upswings and periods of recovery fromsgioas. Most workers experience long
years of stagnant and declining real wages, wiadth and education costs soar. Many workers
are forced to work second and third jobs to maldseneet. Most workers now average four
different occupations during their lifetime, mamyoluntarily moved from job to job and career
to career. Often, retirement-age workers are fotoamntinue working just to provide health



care for themselves and their families. Milliongpebple continuously live below the poverty
level; many suffer homelessness and hunger. Pabtiqrivate programs to alleviate poverty
and hunger do not reach everyone, and are inadequan for those they do reach. With
capitalist globalization, jobs move from place tage as capitalists export factories and even
entire industries to other countries in a relestissarch for the lowest wages.

Racism remains the most potent weapon to divid&kwgmpeople. All workers receive lower
wages when racism succeeds in dividing and disamethem. Institutionalized racism
provides billions in extra profits for the capitf every year due to the unequal pay racially
oppressed workers receive for work of comparableevdn every aspect of economic and social
life, African Americans, Latinos, Native Americamssians and Pacific Islanders, Arabs and
Middle Eastern peoples, and other nationally acdclig oppressed people experience
conditions inferior to that of whites. Racist viote and the poison of racist ideas victimize all
people of color no matter to which economic clagytbelong. Attempts to suppress and
undercount the vote of African American and otfamially oppressed people are part of racism
in the electoral process. Racism permeates thegydhie courts and prison systems, perpetuating
unequal sentencing, racial profiling, discrimingtenforcement, and police brutality.

Capitalism causes other chronic problems in addiiboracism, starting with ideological poisons
used to divide the working class and allies fromheather: sexism and male supremacy, national
chauvinism, homophobia, anti-Semitism, and antiHtmmism. Much of this is spread by way of
the mass media, increasingly owned and dominateddnopoly corporations. The economics

of the media are based on the promotion of consesmarrning everything into a commodity

and advertising to sell more goods whether theyhaegled or not.

The democratic, civil, and human rights of all wiatkpeople are constantly under attack. These
attacks range from increasingly difficult procedufer union recognition and attempts to
prevent full union participation in elections, teetabsence of the right to strike or even unionize
for many public workers. They range from undercmgniminority communities in the census to
making it difficult for working people to run forffice because of the domination of corporate
campaign financing and the high cost of advertisifigese attacks also include growing
censorship and domination of the media by the wigfiat; growing restrictions and surveillance
of activist social movements and the Left; openialesf basic rights to immigrants; and
violations of the Geneva Conventions up to anduidiclg torture of prisoners. These abuses
serve to maintain the grip of the capitalists omegoment power. They use this power to ensure
the continued economic and political dominancéhefrtclass.

The legal system is thoroughly racist and anti-waglclass. U.S. prisons are bursting with over
2 million prisoners, with virtually no serious efffs at prevention or rehabilitation. Prisoners face
widespread abuse and the anti-labor exploitatigorisbners for sub-minimum wages. Many are
subject to the threat of the death penalty, whscheiver justified and which is frequently used
against innocent victims. At the same time, caisitakime is on the increase, and these
billionaire criminals are usually not apprehendawsecuted, or punished. Corruption,
speculation, fraud, market manipulations, and tbefa massive scale are all increasing, while
enforcement of laws against them is cut.

Women still face a considerable differential in wador work of equal or comparable value.
They confront barriers to promotion, physical aegugl abuse, continuing unequal workload in
home and family life, and male supremacist ideolpggspetuating unequal and often unsafe
conditions. The constant attacks on social welfaograms severely impact single women,



single mothers, nationally and racially oppressedien, and all working class women. The
reproductive rights of all women are continuallydenattack ideologically and politically. The
ultra-right projects an ideology of Christian funaientalism, which promotes restrictions on the
role and activity of women in society. Violence agawomen in the home and in society at
large remains a shameful fact of life in the U.S.

Youth, especially working class youth and racialhg nationally oppressed youth, have
inadequate public education and are increasingtgg@rout of higher education. Young people
lack job training and face great uncertainty injtt@market. Their cultural, recreational, and
sports needs are largely unmet. Youth also fatieein own ways racism, sexism, and attacks on
civil liberties. Poverty and lack of opportunityrapel large numbers of young people to enter
the military and face possible loss of life in omar after another. Taken together, this
constitutes a complete denial of a secure futurgdath.

Seniors, retired and often no longer able to wiake shrinking and disappearing employer
pension plans, while Social Security and Medicaqgegence repeated attacks. Seniors who
have worked all their lives are threatened by th@-uight push to end entitlement programs and
by the lack of or exorbitant cost of health card assisted living facilities.

Over 45 million people are continuously without noadlcoverageover 70 million are without
medical coverage for at least one month each @a#rof-pocket costs are soaring even for
those with coverage. Unionized workers are forcedegotiate lower wages to pay for their
health benefits or face benefit reductions andeiased co-pay.

The crisis of the cities is chronic and growing @&msbraces all aspects of living. Financial
burdens are steadily transferred from the Federatimment to the states and then to the cities,
causing crippling budget deficits. As the majonfyracially and nationally oppressed people live
in urban areas, the crisis of the cities also c&dlenstitutional racism. There is a chronic and
growing shortage of affordable housing across thentry, and a constant deterioration of public
education, health care, mass transit, and infreisirel in our cities.

Most of rural and small town U.S.A. is in continwmatession. Hundreds of thousands of family
farms have been put on the brink of extinction.esged by agricultural corporations, banks,
wholesalers, and retailers. Thousands of familgngadisappear each year to bankruptcy and
sale, swallowed by agribusiness and corporate dpaednt. Predatory lenders, monopoly
corporations, and the insurance industry also dom$p put the squeeze on family farms, and
urban and rural small businesses, as well as iofeas and intellectuals.

Capitalism in the Era of Monopoly and Imperialism

The chronic problems working people face todayraoted in the birth and history of the
capitalist system itself. Free competitive capstaliwas replaced at the end of the nineteenth
century by monopoly capitalism. Great amounts pitehwere assembled in a few companies in
each industry, both in our country and internatilpn#t the same time, industrial and banking
capital merged into finance capital, dominated agking capital. These monopolies proceeded
to divide up the world economically, each with thaivn sphere of control. To insure the
stability of investment, corporations sought to dwate the governments within their spheres.
The monopolies succeeded in backing up their ecandivision of the world with the military-
political division of the world. Africa, most of Asand Latin America, and parts of Europe were



divided into colonies or semi-colonies of the UBgitain, Germany, France, Italy, Japan, the
Netherlands, Belgium, and the other monopoly céasgitstates.

Vladimir Lenin, founder of modern communism, preedthat wars would break out to redivide
the world, making the era of monopoly capitalissoahe era of modern imperialism. The then
existing division of the world could not satisfyode countries whose economies were growing
most rapidly. The search for economic dominatiahtéewars and world wars, which killed and
maimed millions and subjugated whole peoples ueggemely repressive and inhumane
conditions.

Soon the monopolies and the government in the (@rtél the other imperialist countries)
became intertwined, transforming into state monppapitalism. The state became a direct
instrument to accumulate capital for the monopolesis often the case with reforms under
capitalism, government regulation which resultedrfrpopular struggles and were intended to
alleviate some of the problems that afflict workpepple and society as a whole also had the
effect of stabilizing the capitalist system anddfémg sections of monopoly capital. Some
regulation has no broader social goal, but is @sea tool to partially overcome the self-
destructive anarchy of private capitalist competitior the purpose of providing economic
stability and greater profits for the corporatiohke state also became a source of economic
stimulation through tax collection from the wholeople to finance military spending, cost-plus
profits, and wars.

Internationalization of Economic Life, Transnationals and Capitalist Globalization

Following World War Il, a scientific and technoleogi revolution took place that resulted from
the drive to maximize profits through advancingitealogy and productivity. It centered on new
materials, on new means of transportation and camgation, and more recently on information
technology. These achievements enabled a new istaggitalist globalization, a further
socialization of world economic life, and a qudlita shift in the internationalization of
production, still under private capitalist ownegshi

The capitalist world economy at first could notyultilize these new developmentsthe existing
forms of capitalist ownership were too restricti®gns of economic stagnation marked the mid-
1970s. The capitalist answer was the growth of rpotycorporations into transnational
corporations, whose reach extends beyond any amérgs sphere of influence. Stimulated by
the internationalization of economic life and tleeestific and technical revolution, these
transnationals control many economic stages frommniting to research and development, to
sources of supply, to production, to wholesale ratal distribution. Internationalization gave
the monopolies many more alternatives for resoexrtection and production based on which
country is cheapest for each operation. This exadpleater coordination and planning within the
bounds of a single transnational and in temporariettype arrangements with other
transnationals. This process achieved a partmalpteary overcoming of some of the anarchy
inherent in private capitalist ownership of prodoctand distribution

Today, a few more than 500 transnationals worldysdene 300 of them based in the U.S.,
dominate the capitalist world economy, the cagtajovernments, and their international
institutions. There are transnational banks, trafignal industrial manufacturers, transnational
arms dealers, transnational wholesale and retiiillutive monopolies, transnational
entertainment and publishing giants, and transnaticonglomerates which own so many



businesses it is almost impossible to tell whait tii@in business is. By the 1980s, transnationals
dominated economic and political life in the U.8daround much of the globe.

Combined with capitalist globalization, there hagtthe concurrent and related increase of
chronic relative overproduction, unused capacitg eurrency imbalances and speculation,
leading to increased levels of unemployment ancererdployment in all the major capitalist
powers, and greater instability in most developingntries. The gap between rich and poor is
growing both internationally and within the maj@pdtalist countries, to unprecedented levels.

World Balance of Forces

Historical Developments

The Soviet Union and the socialist countries ofté&amsEurope and Mongolia collapsed at the
end of the 1980s and beginning of the 1990s. salted from a complex combination of
internal and external factors. The world commumisizement and the Communist Party USA
are still studying and discussing the relative intgmace of the various causes of the demise of
the socialist states in order to best learn forftitere.

Previously, when the socialist countries, the matidiberation movements, and the working
class and peace movements in the developed capdalintries were united, they could
significantly impact the outcome of most internatibstruggles and win victories in many cases.
The Soviet Union especially acted to prevent watldlear war, maintained peaceful
coexistence and competition between the capittidtsocialist countries, and played decisive
roles in the defeat of fascism and in support ¢ional liberation movements. The socialist
countries helped make possible the victory of maiandependence in many countries and the
emergence of the non-capitalist path of developnmesdme developing countries. In the
socialist countries, living conditions more or Iessadily improved from the end of World War
Il. The social benefits provided in the Soviet Uniwere one factor in strengthening the fight of
workers in developed capitalist countries for imsed benefits and pressuring capitalists to
consider making concessions to workers. Imperiahasibeen unable to end the path to
socialism in countries that had socialist revolusi@nd are now in various stages of
development: China, North Korea, Vietham, Laos @nba.

During the period of struggle for peaceful coexisebetween U.S. and world imperialism on
the one hand, and the Soviet Union and other ssic@untries on the other, our Party and the
worldwide communist movement concluded that thareé of forces had reached the point
where world war and smaller scale wars were naotitalele, but could be prevented by mass
struggle. At the same time, it is evident that inmgdesm still gives rise to destructive and
dangerous wars; and we have as yet been unabtevterp all wars.

Among the results of the Soviet Union and otheradist countries returning to capitalism were
major setbacks for the progressive forces on adxswhle and a shift in favor of imperialism
headed by the U.S. With the demise of the Soviebtuand other socialist countries, Cuba,
China, Vietnam, North Korea, and Laos face severe problems. A number of former colonial
countries that had chosen non-capitalist path®weéldpment were forced back toward capitalist
development.

Wars of liberation became stalemated militarily du&).S. intervention, in some cases even
prior to the Soviet Union returning to capitalighational liberation movements had to give up



much of the gains they had won, facing powerfulenmggist-supported forces. The ability of new
countries to choose socialist development becanehmore limited. The communist parties
and the movement toward socialism in the develmagitalist countries suffered substantial
losses. The transnationals gained the possibilitirect expansion and control within the former
socialist countries, whose peoples suffer dragiarehses in their standards of living. The mass
immiseration of people in the former Soviet Unigrdd&astern European countries and the
gangster capitalism there are new proof that ciggtadoesnt work for the vast majority, but
only enriches a handful.

With their new economic and political dominancerav®st of the world, a sharpening of
competition developed among the few hundred gigdaransnationals for control of the new
areas and to redivide economic control worldwidee Transnationals have become increasingly
intertwined with the governments of the leading @malist powers and multi-state institutions
such as the World Trade Organization (WTO), Inteamal Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank,
and others, while coming to politically and econocatly dominate or divide up influence in
many developing countries and in countries withiddhe level of development.

TheInternational Front for Peace and Progress

The socialist countries once formed the core ofitbdd anti-imperialist front. With the demise
of the Soviet Union, there is no longer a consisit@ernational alliance of the forces for peace
and progress against the forces for war and reaotigarding international and social issues.
With each major international issue of struggle esra new balance of forces. But there is an
immense and growing front of world public opiniamdeof states against U.S. hegemonic power.
There is growing worldwide resistance to U.S. mrltaction, to military action by the other
imperialist powers, and to solving internationadlgems by military means. On some issues,
only a handful of client states side with the Ui&cause there is growing recognition that U.S.
policies threaten not only world peace but incneglsi threaten the very existence of humanity.
The most egregious examples are the U.S. impénaliasions of Irag and Afghanistan.

The peace front consists of overwhelming world udpinion in all countries against war and
for peaceful solutions, along with organized peao@ social movements working directly to
accomplish these aims. It also consists of thetiagisocialist countries, and developing
countries that maintain some degree of indepenuiaities. Even most other developed
imperialist powers often recognize that militarytiops result in highly dangerous consequences
and seldom are useful or lasting means even farithperialist aims. The peace front is
increasingly reflected in the United Nations. Th&lltra-right ignores the existing world
balance of forces for peace at the expense of veakés general international influence.

There is also a growing resistance to U.S. inte@nat economic actions in international,
bilateral, and multilateral relations, and a sttbeging alliance of developing countries which
resist the worst aspects of economic imperialisfterOt is the U.S. and the other big capitalist
powers against the socialist countries and mosteofieveloping world in economic relations.
With nearly all of the socialist and developing nties now members of the WTO, IMF, and
other international trade alliances, struggle &&es place within these organizations.
Increasingly, the developing countries have chgkelthe trade alliances aim to regulate
international economic relations in the interestdhe transnationals and their home countries,
particularly the U.S., resulting in set-backs tbesues, such as the FTAA (Free Trade Area of
the Americas).



There is a growing recognition that the internagication of economic and social life means
that social problems anywhere in the world impd#lat@untries, including the richest ones. Mass
poverty and hunger; several billion people livingless than $2 a day; extremes of wealth and
poverty between classes and nations; internataetat; lack of education; absence of health care
in the face of pandemics, such as HIV/AIDS, malarad tuberculosis; and the severe and
growing threats to the worlds environment are ma&onal problems facing all of humanity and
requiring international solutions.

Some sectors of transnational capital recogniz®ioe degree that there are problems that
threaten the existence of humanity as well as diality to maximize profits. This is also true of
some imperialist powers. However, so far they hareeided only limited funds for such
problems as AIDS and such agreements as the Kyotod®l. When they do agree to take some
positive action, it is usually to benefit their owattom lines.

Other crises are virtually ignored by the majoritjst powers, such as the special plight of
sub-Saharan Africa, which is suffering famine, dylot) health epidemics, and malnutrition.
Since there is no money to be made, it is leftrbegpe and world charities whose resources are
far too limited to seriously address the problems.

The socialist countries, the developing countr@esl the working class and social movements of
the developed capitalist countries continue togpfesreal and extensive action. Gradually these
forces are becoming more united and determinedtabeuneed to confront international
problems. On all these issues, the U.S. ultra-ogiposes any meaningful action and tries to
slow and divide the pressure for real measureselisghowever, the slow growth of a common
world front of states and social forces for progres

Part of this recent positive change in the worldwbee of forces is the resurgence of a leftward
movement in several parts of the world. This treswhost notable in much of Latin America,
with the election of Left and Left-Center governnsenhe rejection of imperialist free trade
schemes, the expansion of social benefits, pdliteggaction of U.S. domination, and some
countries moving in a socialist direction. In a roenof the developed capitalist countries, the
labor movement has become a more militant fordeth economic and political arenas. There
is some renewed strengthening of socialist andr dtbi forcesincluding the communist
movementassociated with the international and regiprogressive social and economic forums
in recent years. The movement leftward is not goirdirect movement toward socialism,
Marxism, and the communist parties. It is ratheitiriaceted and eclectic. These are not
uniform processes and there are countries whereltifgeright has gained ground, or where the
ultra-right continues its political dominance, aghe U.S.

On the world scale, China, India, Brazil, and Solfitica are developing as major economic and
political players, mostly in a positive directigrpviding some counter-balance to U.S.
imperialism. Chinas economic growth provides aaraltive to trade with imperialist countries
for developing and socialist countries, including@ and other progressive Latin American
countries.

In Europe, there is a sharpening of inter-impestadonflicts with the U.S. and among the
European powers. There is a growing opposition bghrof the labor movement and Left of
further European integration at the expense of iwgrkeople.



Among the countries of Asia, China, India, and ¥&h all have rapidly growing economies,
and provide some moderating balance to U.S. imip@rian their region.

In the Middle East, there is a growth of resistatoct.S. attempts to dominate military,

political, and economic life, through its own dir@atervention and invasion and through support
for the Israeli occupation and military controltb€ territory that must belong to the Palestinian
Arab people under the necessary two-state solution.

U.S. imperialism is the leader of world imperialismd home to the bulk of the dominant
transnationals. It seeks control over the entirddyancluding its fellow imperialist powers.
Under ultra-right political leadership, U.S. im@dism has immense instruments for winning its
aimsranging from its military preponderance tovasious means of economic domination and
political pressure, from bribery to ideological weas. But even with all of these instruments,
U.S. domination is slowly weakening.

The need for international working-class unity isremimportant than ever. U.S. imperialism,
particularly under ultra-right dominance, is ingealy warlike and belligerent. There are
similar trends in some competing imperialist powérgheir attempts to spread economic,
political, and military control across the globsimort, to spread their empiressome capitalist
nations do not hesitate to declare war on weakswmsa We cannot rule out the danger of war
between imperialist powers in the future, thoughdbstructive effects of modern weaponry, the
overwhelming military superiority of the U.S., atiee certainty of internal political opposition

all serve to discourage ambitions for direct mijitamperialist conflict. Working people are the
victims on both sides of all imperialist wars antitary adventures.

Like other forms of unity, international unity mus built on respect, trust, and joint action on
issues of common interest. International workirgsslsolidarity and unity is not built in the
abstract but in specific struggles, in reality.

The politics of the Communist Party are rootedroigtarian internationalismwe recognize that
the working classes of the whole world have comimgerests in their mutual understanding,
liberation, peace, and development. We share a comamemy: world imperialism, particularly
U.S. imperialism, its most reactionary transnatisnand the governments they dominate. We
support the broadest possible unity of the inteéonat working class. We also support
international solidarity with other forces, peoplasd movements struggling for liberation
worldwide.

Since the 1970s, changes in science, technologytransportation have reinforced the
dominance of transnational corporations within tdj@m. The ever-more-rapid capitalist
globalization of the world is an increasing threatvorking people around the world. Giant
transnational corporations and the governmentsbiihek them are racing to expand their
markets and access to resources. They are deginogironal sovereignty, workers rights and
environmental protections in order to increasertpefits. Only much greater unity and
solidarity by the labor and peoples movements matéonally can counter the ravages of
capitalist globalization.

A new level of international unity and struggle egeal from the protests of the November 1999
meetings of the World Trade Organization in Seaashington. Environmental groups,
student organizations, womens groups, and otheng tagether with the labor movement and
allies from around the world to say NO! to capgtbilobalization. There exists today a much



higher level of international consciousness amoogking people and a much greater level of
functional international unity than in recent megamited in stating, A Better World is
Possible.

Present Features of Capitalism

A correct and thorough understanding of capitalishits essential features and durable
conditions, and of the political balance of forees key to guiding class and democratic
struggles for progress.

The absolute and relative exploitation of the wagkelass is at an unprecedented level and
continues to grow rapidly. Each transnational ccapon now exploits not only its own
employed workers in many countries and the entoeking class of its home country, but the
entire working class of the world. At the same titte working class is growing worldwide.

The movement of capital around the world in seafamaximum profit is ever faster, whether in
terms of the location of production, the supplya# materials and other resources, research and
development, mass distribution, currency, or pm@ipulation and speculation.

Disproportions in the worlds highly interdependeabnomy spread and are harder to control
because of the transnationals dominance. Regulbsi@my single country has less effect.
International trade agreements in some cases exgrute national sovereignty in favor of the
transnationals. Economies are therefore more vaiherto supply and currency manipulations.
Relative overproductionwhile millions starveandggdrade and currency imbalances are among
the chronic disproportions in the world capitaisbnomy. The result is greater instability and
volatility, more severe boom-and-bust cycles, armallomged stagnation. Therefore, the
contradiction between the increasingly internatiGo&ial character of production and
distribution on the one hand and the concentraifarapital among fewer and fewer on the other
hand sharpens economic and social problems andadarttons.

It also sharpens the class struggle. The advanteaheans of production connected with the
globalization of economic and social life under dieation of the transnational monopolies
requires higher levels of environmental protectiedycation, health care, culture, housing, and
family care to produce the quantity and qualityadifor now needed. This is in contradiction to
the greater quantities of capitalist profit neettedustain the growth of the giant transnationals,
which only comes from higher rates of exploitatadrexisting workers and from the exploitation
of growing numbers of workers worldwide. Intensition of the class struggle and sharper
attacks on the living conditions of the workingsdare inherent in the dominance of the
transnationals. The increasing merger of the tratmsmals with the state in the main imperialist
countries means that capitalist globalization ithlam economic and a political process.

The development of modern capitalism requires ttengthening of the economic and political
organizations of the working class and all workgegpple both within our country and
internationally.

The peoples of the world need a new economic ooser which helps countries to develop at
the expense of imperialism and the transnatiofids will require replacement of the current
capitalist international economic institutions withes led by anti-imperialist countries.



In developing strategy and tactics for each stdg#roggle, the main objective conditions must
be considered. These objective conditions inclhéanajor features of todays capitalist
economy. They also include the world and domestiarice of forces. These balances, reflecting
the outcome of struggles of the contending clasissaial forces and states, place limits on
what can be achieved until the balance undergogesigtative shift as a result of the
accumulation of quantitative changes. In that setfgeoverall qualities of the current stage of
struggle are also an objective limitation determgnivhat strategy and tactics can accomplish
until a new political environment replaces thatrallebalance.

3. The Working Class, Class Struggle, Democratic &tggle, and Forces for
Progress

The Working Class and Trade Union Movement

Workers always seek to solve the chronic ills tfeee. Whether individual workers are
conscious of it yet or not, the ultimate outcomehis struggle is socialism. To determine the
strategy and tactics required for immediate pragyeesl more basic change, it is necessary to be
clear about what propels progressive change anat aijoch struggles, classes, and social forces
have the potential to play decisive roles. Theonysof our country and the experience of
struggle worldwide in recent years confirm the Mstmassertion that the struggle of the working
class against the capitalist class is the chiemyiforce for fundamental progressive change.

The working class is compelled to resist increasauoitation. It seeks to improve living
conditions by increasing workers share of the nalue/they create at the expense of the
capitalists. This class struggle takes place irfdbtories where commodities are produced and
in the venues of distribution and sale of commeditiThis is the economic side of the class
struggle. The class struggle also has a politidal. 3t plays out in struggles over governmental
action or inaction, over social spending and taicgpover elections, and ultimately over which
class or formation of class and social forces bexsodominant in holding and exercising
political power. The class struggle also existmrealm of ideology, that is, between social
and political ideas and values that justify thatpal and economic policies of the contending
classes.

The class struggle starts with the fight for wadpesrs, benefits, working conditions, job
security, and jobs. But it also includes an endlesgety of other forms for fighting specific
battles: resisting speed-up, picketing, contragotiations, strikes, demonstrations, lobbying for
pro-labor legislation, elections, and even gengirétes. When workers struggle against the
capitalist class or any part of it on any issuénlite aim of improving or defending their lives, it
is part of the class struggle.

There is no limit to the range of issues that @ pf the class struggle: peace, democratic
liberties, for full equality and against racismalik care, decent schools, public housing, social
security, environmental protection, and more. Tlasscstruggle takes on more conscious forms
in strike struggles, which are expressions of tnamien consciousness. The class struggle
reaches full class and socialist consciousnesswangn the alliance of class and social forces is
built under working-class leadership in order towower and construct socialism. The activity
of the Communist Party is based on building fullssl consciousness, which includes socialist
CONScCiousness.



The working class is the only force capable of Ioeiog the general leader of the struggle for
full social progress and socialism. Capitalismseshgjence on the working class to create all
wealth gives it a strategic role in the productiwacess and great potential power.

The size of the working class and its experienasotiéctive labor and collective struggle
prepare it to lead the struggle for progress. éwtlords of the Communist Manifesto, the
working class is the only truly revolutionary clabscause only the working class has no other
interest than ending capitalism completely anda&py it with socialism. These qualities and
experiences also make the working class fertileiggdor the ideas of socialism and Marxism
and for Communist Party membership.

The working class of the U.S. is vibrant and dieeiBhe working class constitutes the great bulk
of the countrys population, and is continually gimgworkers and their families are a substantial
majority of the total population. The diversitytbe working class includes skilled and unskilled
labor, white-collar and blue-collar workers, peoplall ages, organized and unorganized,
employed, underemployed, and unemployed. Our wgr&iass is almost evenly composed of
men and women. Most nationally and racially opprdssommunities are more heavily working-
class than the country as a whole, and togethestitote more than 25% of the working class, a
percentage that is rapidly increasing. Despiteniteeasing diversity, ours is a single working
class, a class whose unity is growing and deepening

The Communist Manifesto declared: Workers of theld/Onite! You have nothing to lose but
your chains. From the smallest of class struggle¢le largest, unity is the key to victory. The
experience of working people in their workplaced amighborhoods is such that only by joining
together to fight for their common interests anthedads can they win. This is the guiding
principle of all unions and peoples organizationaunity is strength. Organization is the
characteristic weapon of the working class and [@puovements.

The Communist Party seeks to build broad unityctueve the strategic and tactical goals of the
working class. The major obstacle to working clasiy is capitalist class-promoted racism,
which must be fought by allfull unity will only deuilt when substantial numbers of white
workers participate in the fight for full equaliijd against racism, based on an understanding of
their self-interest in class unity.

This principle is not just true in struggles in therkplace, on the campus, or in the
neighborhood, but is equally true at the ballot,boxhe larger political and social struggles, and
in the battle for the hearts and minds of the mul@inly by joining together can the working
class and its allies win the larger struggles fgndy, rights, and power. The working class
cannot achieve its ultimate goalsocialismwithoghting for its leading role in the context of
unity with other class and social forces.

Working class unity is fundamental to all key sbeiad political victories. It is essential to the
class struggle. In recent decades there has baecliae in the percentage of people in the
workforce who are union members. One of the mastial ways of increasing the strength and
unity of the working class as a whole is organizimg unorganized. Working-class unity
depends on uniting all the diverse sectors of th#iracial, multinational working class in the
u.S.

Likewise, unity between various unions, betweermypleyed and employed, between industrial
and service workers, etc., will strengthen the tahovement and increase its ability to fight for



bigger demands and victories. Only by uniting witbrkers in other countries can we
successfully confront the transnationals.

The working class plays a leading role in the gitedor various demands, but many of the key
needs of working people cannot be won by the ttalen movement or the working class alone.
Unions must engage in coalitions with communityjleights, womens, student, senior, and
other organizations in order to increase their doetb ability to win against a powerful enemy.
From strike struggles to legislative initiativesthe fight for the White House, labor must build
unity with other social forces to achieve victoBnly the unity of millions of working people

led by the working class can win a revolutionaryggle.

The unity of labor and community cannot be baséelyson the demands and leadership of
labor. Labor must take up the fight for the demaoidss allies on the basis of mutual trust and
commitment. This allows for the working class ttabsish its leading role among the mass
movements as a whole. The Communist Party alwaglssge build principled unity among the
working class and all progressive social forcefutther their interests and power.

New levels of unity and new alliances and coalgibave developed in the working class
movement in the recent period. The common struggéenst capitalist globalization has ushered
in an advanced phase of working unity betweendherl movement, the environmental
movement, the student movement, and others. Shifbors immigration policy have allowed a
new level of unity with immigrant rights organizatis. Labor has increased its support of and
work with labor/student solidarity organizations@tent years. There is a constant need to
reinforce and defend this unity on the basis of mmm work, mutual respect, and understanding.

At all strategic stages of struggle from the préserthe construction of socialism, the working
class is the most important and consistent cladgteonly one whose interests are entirely on
the side of progress and socialism. That does rainnthat at every moment, in every struggle, it
will in fact be the leader. But the working clasdl ¥end more and more to become the leader of
struggles for progress and socialism.

The working class, however, cannot be the solesfar¢hese struggles, because its opponents at
each stage are powerful, with great resourcessatecbmmand. There are other major social
forces whose interests substantially parallel tladgbe working class as a whole. Only with the
maximum of unity and powerful alliances can victorya peaceful manner be assured.

The labor movement is the organized sector of thekivg class and is the key strategic factor to
achieving fundamental social change. The diverdityie labor movement is growing in
composition and leadership in recent years. Thé&wgrclass is constantly being joined by
some who were once independent professionalsimgudihctors and engineers but are now
employees of vast corporations. The labor movensemd longer limited to pure and simple
trade union struggles. It plays a major, often ilegdole, in legislative and electoral struggles
and has developed a large and increasingly indepmeabor electoral apparatus. It has
developed on-going relationships with organizatiohthe nationally and racially oppressed,
women, students, and others. It is increasinglkisgdorms of international labor cooperation.

Though the labor movement has shrunk in the Uil éame other developed capitalist
countries in recent decades), labor has becomledlég force for progress on many social
issues and in the electoral arena. Speeding uprgfamization of unorganized workers is one of
the most important challenges to labor and all msgjve forces. For nation-wide success in new



organizing, unity of the labor movement is crucalercoming narrow and sectarian interests in
the interests of the working class as a whole. Qimjag the unorganized by itself, however, is
not sufficientcontinuing to win unions and theirmmgerships to class struggle trade unionism
and to broad trade union unity are also required.

The overriding interests of the whole working classonfronting the power of corporations
mean building trade union unity across all linesmaifit and industry and across national borders.

The Democratic Struggle and Its Relation to the Clss Struggle

Democratic struggles take place all the time thhowg the U.S. and the world. They are
struggles to enlarge democracy in every aspedteofidr all working people to improve their real
life options. They include the struggle to preveeaterioration of living conditions. The
democratic struggle is not only about democraghbts, civil liberties, and electoral democracy.
It also includes struggles for peace, equalitytiierracially and nationally oppressed, equality
for women job creation programs, increased minimuage, adequate health care, education,
day care, housing, social security, pension androitirement benefits, environmental
protection, protection of family farms and smalkmesses, the needs of youth, cultural
programs and independent media, progressive taxatarply reduced military spending, and
more. The struggles of all class and social fotbasseek to curb the power of the transnationals
are democratic struggles.

The class struggle and the democratic strugglelasely linked; they overlap and intertwine.
However, they are not identical. The class struggbmn immediate sense pits workers against a
particular company or sector at the point of prdiduncand against the capitalist class as a whole
in broader social and economic struggles. The ditheoclass struggle in the longer term is the
winning of power in order to construct socialisnmeTaim of the democratic struggle is to widen
the democratic space for all working people as naschossible so long as capitalism exists. The
interaction of these two streams of struggle adgaiise struggle to the eve of socialist
revolution. After a revolution, a qualitative changappens, with democracy progressing in a
planned and guaranteed process in harmony wittvéinking class as the new ruling class.

On the eve of socialism, the class struggle reaitbecisive turning point and goes beyond the
limits of the democratic struggle under capitalidrhe victory of socialism will open a new
stage in the continual development of democracy.

Every specific class struggle is also part of tamdcratic struggle because in those struggles,
the masses of workers seek to enlarge or protecbdetic possibilities. Often, class battles are
played out in the political arena where the demtaceection of millions of workers can
powerfully affect the battles outcome.

The democratic struggle brings together the workiags and other class and social forces for
common struggle against one or another sectoreotdlpitalist class. The democratic struggle is
where alliances and coalitions between labor ahdrdorces take place. This is one reason why
the ultra-right seeks to curtail and limit demoiraights. As the battle against the ultra-right
intensifies, ultra-right attacks on democratic tggalso intensify.

The U.S. Constitution, as originally written, pldamany restrictions on democracy, so from the
time of the countrys founding there has been aioal battle to extend democracy. From
demanding that the Bill of Rights be included ie tBonstitution to legal battles to ensure that all



people have inalienable rights, from eliminatingpgerty requirements for voting to outlawing
poll taxes, from not only freeing the slaves bubdimg them as voters to extending the
franchise to women, from the Voting Rights Actdavering the voting age, our history has been
one of masses of people demanding their rightltgéurticipation in the decisions which affect
their lives. Many victories have been won in thisiggle, but it is far from over. Democratic
rights in a capitalist society are always undeaciit

The struggle to protect and expand democracy isvieto defeat the ultra-right. It is the way to
prevent fascism. It is the path of curtailing tleever of the monopolies. In and through the
democratic struggle, the class struggle advanaeartbvictory. Democratic struggle is the way
to bring the working class and peoples forces ¢datink of socialism.

Our countrys revolutionary traditions and historg illed with sharp struggles to protect and
expand democracy. The desire of all people to elstiparticipate in the decision-making of
society drives battles for voting rights, for exdang the electorate, for reforming the electoral
system, for protecting civil liberties, for guaraeing civil rights, for an end to all forms of
discrimination, and for eliminating the power ofga financial contributions, which enable the
rich to dominate elections. These democratic staggre often entered into by working-class
forces that see the value to workers of expandieg political power and opportunity. The
democratic struggle embraces class and socialdaiter than or in addition to the working
class in struggles against one or another sectibreofapitalist class and its dominant
transnational monopolies.

The Constitution provides for political democraasich though limited, is under attack by the
ultra-right. Protecting and expanding democratitits are crucial struggles which communists
support. But we go furtherwe demand economic deawycand freedom from exploitation and
oppression. We want the lives of all working pedpl&e free not only of unwarranted
governmental power but also to be free of unwaetcbrporate power.

Often, class battles are played out in the politicana, where the democratic rights of millions
of workers can powerfully affect the outcome. Eveeynocratic struggle, by weakening the
capitalist class or a section of it, objectivelydseshift the balance of forces, strengthening the
working class. The struggle to defend and enlasgaatracy is therefore the only path to
socialism in our countryany other path will failcais politically indefensible. As Lenin said, All
democracy consists in the proclamation and reabzadf rights which under capitalism are
realizable only to a very small degree and onlgtregly. But without the proclamation of these
rights, without a struggle to introduce them nawmediately, without training the masses in the
spirit of this struggle, socialism is impossible.

Special Oppression and Exploitation

The most important of the potential allies of therking class are those who suffer special
oppression and exploitation due to capitalism.sfkbcially oppressed communities are well
represented as part of the working class and atdode people from other classes. Those who
are part of the working class suffer the explattatand social problems of all other workers, and
in addition suffer from special oppression thatasg solely based on class, such as racism,
national discrimination, and male supremacy. Soauple experience triple and quadruple
oppression since they face several layers of ieterploitation, discrimination, and oppression.



The racially and nationally oppressed, women, yoartidl immigrants all face types of special
oppression, as do seniors, the Lesbhian/Gay/BisExaalsgender (LGBT) community, the
disabled, and the mentally ill. Many features c#@pl oppression cut across class lines and
affect to some degree all members of each oppresszgal group. They affect not only those
who are workers or part of the professional andlispuginess groups but to some extent even
those from sections of the capitalist class. Thimmon experience of oppression creates a wide
basis for unity within each group and among allugofacing discrimination and oppression.

Capitalists directly gain from special oppressiértra profits are extracted by the special
oppression and exploitation of each group and fiteendisunity caused among working people.
Capitalists and their apologists use ideologicaqo to justify and cover-up both special
oppression and the exploitation of all workers. Wiy class members of specially oppressed
peoples play a key role in building alliances betwéhe working class and their oppressed
group as a whole, since they are an importantgsdotth.

Multiracial, Multinational Unity for Full Equality and Against RacismCore Forces for Progress

The foremost potential allies of the working classpugh the various stages of struggle all the
way to socialism, are the nationally and raciajpiessed peoples. At the same time, racism is
the single most important weapon of the ruling €l@sweaken class and democratic struggles. It
is a classic divide-and-conquer tactic. Spreadimgidn within the working class and between
the working class and its allies weakens all mov@sand struggles. Against this division, we
must build multiracial unity with antiracism ancetfight for full equality at its core. The

working class is the most multiracial, multinatibokass in our society, and multiracial unity is
key to building unity within the working class aghlas in society as a whole.

Racism in its many forms continues to play a negabut central role in every aspect of U.S.
life, including keeping the ultra-right in powerrgalucing super profits, and developing,
justifying, and maintaining institutional discrination.

The working class must fight against racism, fdréquality of all nationally oppressed, and for
affirmative action, if it is to unite internally drenter lasting alliances with the organizationd an
movements of racially oppressed peoples. By theedaken, the nationally and racially
oppressed groups must support labors demandsen tardinite internally and to ally with labor.

The U.S. is perhaps the most multiracial and mattomal country in the world, with about 300
million people including almost every race, natiitgaand ethnic group on the planet. Racially
and nationally oppressed people live and work grgvegion, in every state, and in every major
city. They are primarily working-class and genegraitcupy the lowest-paying, most exploitative
jobs. Among the nationally and racially oppressed/Adrican Americans, Mexican Americans,
Puerto Ricans and other Latino peoples, Native Acars, Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders, and Arab and Middle Eastern peoples.

From its inception, the United States was builtacism. From the displacement and near
genocide of Native Americans, to the enslaveme#tfotan Americans, to the theft of huge
sections of Mexico, to the racist exclusion of Asénd Pacific Islander immigrants, to the
current xenophobic hysteria against Arabs and SAsi#ns, racism has been a convenient tool
for the maintenance of power and super-profitsheyrtling class at the expense of oppressed
people and all workers.



Racism affects the unity of the working class alealels. Racism is a tool that not only exploits
racially oppressed people; it aids in the explmtabf white workers as well. Racial
discrimination in hiring, racist wage and salaryiges, and racial stratification of various
industries and trades undermine the interestd efakers. The ability of employers to pay
workers differently based on skin color, countryoafyin, immigration status, or hire date in
two-tier wage systems exerts downward pressurb®mwages of all workers. It allows bosses to
extract even higher profits from racially oppressextkers. Racism is good for business, but is
bad for working people of every race. White workease a powerful self-interest in fighting
racismwhite workers will gain greater victoriesthe@ degree that they unite with nationally and
racially oppressed workers. Multiracial unity irettvorkplace and on the shop-floor is the key to
winning victories for all, to lifting wages, conmtihs and dignity for every worker.

The workplace is not the only place where buildmgjtiracial unity is essential. Multiracial
unity is necessary at all levels of class and deatimcstruggles. This is the reason for the long-
standing coalition between the labor and civil tegimovements. Not only do these movements
have common enemies; they have a common agend@af@ng economic, social, and civil
rights. The working class and racially oppresseapfeehave common interests in housing,
employment, education, and other areas.

White people must take an initiating role in conmigiiall instances of racism and national
oppression wherever and whenever they occur anddersupport to people of color who are in
leadership of movements and organizations. Theaseaae the building blocks of grassroots
unity and trust. They prove the struggle againgisra is not for racially oppressed people to
combat alone. It is in the self-interest of all kens, leading to greater unity, respect, and
strength for the labor movement and all other mo @

African Americans

Historically and continuing today, African Americaand their organizations play a tremendous
role in democratic and class struggles and in mgldlliances with progressive movements,
especially the labor movement. As well, the straggl equality and against racism in relation to
African Americans has played a central role inghgre struggle for democracy and progress.
The reasons for this key role include:

- the central role played by slavery in providingitafor U.S. political and economic
development;

- the central role resistance to slavery played imvig the Civil War, the Second
American Revolution;

- the central role played by the Civil Rights revautin defeating Jim Crow laws and
practices, mobilizing virtually an entire peopledgheir allies, challenging and defeating
entrenched reaction in the South, forcing changeise voting laws to expand
democracy, and setting the stage for movementthef @ppressed peoples, exemplified
by the role played by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.thre history of our country;

+ the exceptionally high percentage of African Amanis who are working class;

- that African Americans are among the largest oionally oppressed peoples;

+ the level of coordinated struggle that the labovement and the African American
people have already achieved;

« the bell-weather role played by the successestanddtbacks in the struggle for African
American equality with respect to the strugglealbbther oppressed peoples.



The African American people play a big role in patl politics. Their concentration in large
urban centers, high working-class composition, liemncentration in the labor movement, and
high level of political/social organization, incind churches and mosques, civil rights
organizations, and social and fraternal organimatiall make it possible for these groups to
politically mobilize millions, including many beydrthe African American community.

In national elections, African Americans vote oveehlningly against the ultra-right, more than
any other group. There are thousands of Black edieafficials nationally; almost all run as
Democrats. Because they vote almost unanimouslybdsck in most elections, African
Americans have a level of influence beyond theinalcnumbers.

Mexican Americans

Mexican Americans together with African Americame the two largest nationally oppressed
peoples in the U.S., with Mexican Americans being of the fastest growing sections of the
population. The Mexican American population is camtcated in the U.S. Southwest, land that
was originally stolen from Mexico, with U.S. domiiman being imposed on the many Native
American and Mexican American people living in th@seas.

Among the problems faced by Mexican Americans anguiage discrimination on the job and in
schools, cultural suppression, anti-immigrant land abuses, lack of full political
representation, and inferior job and social condsiin every area of life, in addition to police
brutality and hate crimes.

Mexican Americans have played an important in WiStory, from resistance to U.S. imperialist
annexation to struggles for full civil rights fonmigrants, from resistance to cultural domination
to the struggle for a holiday honoring Caesar Charel his ground-breaking example in
organizing farmworkers, and from community batftsbilingual education to struggles for
voting rights and full participation in the eleabprocess, among many others.

Mexican Americans mainly vote Democratic and hawesgor and growing impact on national
elections. They have emerged as perhaps the mastwéegroup of voters in California and the
southwestern states. Nationally, there are thowsahiexican Americans holding public office,
most elected as Democrats. The Mexican Americaplpeoe overwhelmingly working-class
and are a major force in the trade union movematiomally. There are also many large
national, regional, and local mass organizationsrajrihe Mexican American people that have a
big impact on the U.S. political scene, especiaily the increase in the Mexican and Mexican
American population all over the country.

Puerto Ricans

There are four million Puerto Ricans in the U.SisTdppressed national minority is the second
largest Spanish-speaking Latin American populaiticiie country, Mexicans and Mexican-
Americans being the largest.

The overwhelming majority of Puerto Ricans in th&Lhare an integral part of the working
class. Puerto Ricans have a higher rate of unianbeeship than the general population. Puerto
Ricans unite with other Latinos, as well as withiégdn Americans, to fight against national
oppression. In fighting for their self-intereststbie important issues that affect them, Puerto
Ricans fight for all peoples



While concentrated in New York, especially New Y@ity, Puerto Ricans are found in every
state of the Union. New York, however, is whererRuRicans first organized for political and
labor representation as well as for issues dealitigtheir homeland.

The features of the Puerto Rican national minontthe U.S. cannot be completely understood
without taking into account Puerto Rico as a Udomial possession. Puerto Rico is an
oppressed colonial nation. Colonial oppressiongakany forms, from control of the economy
by subsidiaries of U.S. corporations to impositidtJ.S. death penalty laws on Puerto Ricans.
This colonial oppression is the main reason PuRitans have been forced to immigrate to the
u.S.

The first step to freedom from this oppressiormesdcquisition of their internationally
recognized right to independence and self-detertoiméor Puerto Rico.

U.S. colonialism has forced Puerto Ricos econortty diependency. In order for Puerto Ricans
to exercise their right to independence, it musaltile to break with the colonial dependency that
the U.S. has forced on them; otherwise independencéd be a sham. We support the full
transfer of all powers to the Puerto Rican natiod monetary compensation with no strings
attached to Puerto Rico to make up for the supplegation of Puerto Ricans and for colonial
oppression. Usage of those funds is to be wholtyddel by Puerto Ricans so that Puerto Rico
can develop freely.

A free and independent Puerto Rico would not mbanhall Puerto Ricans in the U.S. would go
back to Puerto Rico. Puerto Ricans in the U.Sadrsstorically constituted community that has
permanence.

American Indians

There are many unique features to the nationajjgkes of American Indians in the U.S. Issues
of sovereignty and treaty rights, language anducailtrights, fishing and hunting rights, land
rights, health care, and education give a diffechiatracter to these struggles, which vary from
nation to nation. Also, abuse and mismanagemetitdBureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), as well
as tribal government issues, impact on Native Acaeriforms of organization and struggle.
Native Americans have played an important roléhaitonwork, construction, and other
industries in some regions of the country and taakmng history of struggle for survival and
democratic rights.

The attempted genocide of Native Americans musebegnized and acknowledged by
honoring treaties and tribal sovereignty, by repana and affirmative action for Indian nations
as well as for urban Indians, and by the replace¢miethe BIA with a body composed primarily
of representatives of Indian nations.

Some tribes play an active, vigorous role in tleetgral process. The growing political clout of
some tribes contrasts with the most vicious effe€tacism on the living conditions, education,
employment, health, and survival of many Americadidns, who on some reservations are
subjected to the worst possible living conditidmghest infant mortality rates, highest rates of
disease and suicide, and highest unemploymentyohationality. The growth of gambling
casinos on many reservations has not alleviateditons for the large majority of American
Indians and is not a solution to the racism antnat oppression they face.

Other I ndigenous Peoples



Other indigenous peoples, including Aleuts, Inartgd native Hawaiians, have their own cultures
and traditions. Hawaii, one of the most multi-rhsiates, had its independent monarchy
overthrown by an invading army and was a colonthefU.S. for many decades. Native
Hawaiians face national oppression in additiorhgroblems faced by Hawaii as a whole, with
distinct language, cultural, and economic issues.

The U.S., contrary to mythmaking in many U.S. higt®, maintains several colonies around the
world. To hide this fact, the government uses énmtprotectorate or commonwealth to describe
the occupied nations. The U.S. maintains colom&Suam, the Virgin Islands, and Samoa,
whose populations have no vote, no say, and nacigvny.

Immigrants

The labor movement has in recent years embracecatance of unity between immigrant
and native-born workers. Not only did anti-immigraentiment and racist repressive laws allow
bosses to relegate immigrant workers to near-sjas@mnditions with no recourse, but it also
undercut the attempts by native-born workers t@oize unions and win concessions from
management. Attacks on immigrants in farm fieldsha borders, and by law enforcement lay
the basis for undermining everyones rights. Ragdsrest so-called illegal immigrants often also
impact legal immigrants and members of families tizve been citizens for many generations.

The U.S. has large communities of immigrant work&hese workers are often super-exploited,
working in the most primitive, unhealthy, non-uniconditions. Each immigrant group faces its
own national oppression, and many face racial ggwa as well. Basic human and labor rights
are often denied them. Thousands of undocumentaishyragricultural workers crossing the
border with Mexico are subjected to the murderalgies of the Border Patrol and racist
vigilantes. They are hounded and chased down fikeals. Hundreds have tragically died or
been murdered, especially in border areas, forlgitngng to unite their families or find a better
life. Many immigrants come with advanced degredsabe relegated to the lowest paid jobs,
such as housekeepers, street vendors, taxicabrgirkiehen crews, and similar occupations.

Latinos are extremely diverse culturally and imterof national origin. For most Latinos, the
common use of Spanish and the shared experierdisasimination in the U.S. are forging unity
among them. At the same time, some immigrants fratin America speak an indigenous
language as their first language or do not speakiSp at all. Over half of all Latinos in the U.S.
are foreign-born and face discrimination as immgaincluding Brazilians whose language
origins are Portuguese.

Many people come to the U.S. as a result of watls @ither direct U.S. military involvement or
surrogates financed and trained by the U.S. Pdopie many countries emigrate to the U.S.
because of dire economic situations in their hometries. Reactionaries use this immigration
to bolster their claims that the U.S. is a beaddineedom. But it is actually a condemnation of
U.S. transnationals and their crass exploitationadh. People often immigrate to the U.S.
looking for economic survival, and are refugeesfithe economic policies of U.S. imperialism,
and from the neo-colonial, neo-liberal free tragpleitation experienced around the world.

Many refugees fled their countries due to rightgvifictatorships and death squads supported
and trained by the U.S., such as in Guatemalaakzb8or, and elsewhere in Central America.



Many immigrants from the Caribbean are trying tcag® the U.S. stranglehold on their home
countries. They include Dominicans, Haitians, Jaanas, and others who play vital roles in
many communities in the U.S.

Haitian immigrants, from one of the poorest cowsiin the world, have experienced U.S.
support for dictators and death squads, U.S. ateetosubvert and co-opt popular democratic
movements, and direct exploitation by U.S., Fremcit other transnationals. Once in the U.S.,
they face continued impoverishment, heath crisessm and discrimination.

There are increasing populations of immigrants famuantries in Africa, Asia, and Eastern
Europe, who have come to the U.S. in recent yflasng economic oppression, war,
decreasing living standards, lack of opportunigynine, and genocide.

Arabs and Middle Eastern Peoples

More than six million people of Arab ancestry linethe U.S., including such nationalities as
Palestinians, Iragis, Lebanese, Syrians, Egyptillgerians, Yemenis, and Saudi Arabians,
concentrated in communities in Michigan, lllino&alifornia, and New York. Most are workers,
with many active in the labor movement and othesveistive politically. Thousands of Iranian
Americans also live in the U.S. Some people fronthalse nationalities have been citizens of the
U.S. for generations; at the same time, many aentemmigrants.

As a result of U.S. aggression against Afghaniatahlraq and support of Israeli occupation of
the West Bank and Gaza Strip and refusal to a¢hepgxistence of a co-equal Palestinian Arab
state, a substantial majority of Arabs, Muslimg] &outh Asian peoples in the U.S. have
become active opponents of the ultra-right. Disgration against them, which dramatically
increased following 9/11, has intensified their ogiion to the current course of U.S. domestic
policy. This heightened discrimination and oppressncludes racist violence, registration with
the FBI, imprisonment without due process or |legainsel, and mass deportations.

The demonization of Arabs, Muslims and South As@dwoess not make anyone safer. It is in
reality a support for the aggressive military pelécof the U.S. government and a racist
justification of oppression. It has provided anwese for stepped up racial profiling, which
affects not just Arab and Middle Eastern peoplesatiipeople of color.

Asians and Asian Americans

Asian Americans come from many different nationghwlifferent cultures, different histories,
different languages, and different politics. Thel@y varying conditions in their homelands
have a big impact on the consciousness, levelgarozation, and integration into U. S. society
of the different Asian immigrant groups. While aga number of Asian Americans are foreign-
born, millions of Asian Americans are from familigst have been living in the U.S. for
generations.

When immigrants arrived in the U. S. and under vdoaiditions are big factors in the level of
political consciousness of Asian American commaesitDuring World War Il, many Japanese
Americans, most of whom were citizens, wrongly théerced incarceration in internment
camps. They have a different life experience ardiqa history than Viethamese who
immigrated during the turmoil of the defeat of U.aBned forces in the mid-1970s. Filipinos
whose parents or grandparents came to the U.tBe ih920s to work in the agricultural fields of
California have different national issues than 8d(reans who immigrated following World



War Il. Cambodians, Laotians, Indonesians, Koreand,national minorities from within those
countries endure virulent racism, discriminatiomd dorced exclusion from major parts of
society.

For several decades during the last century, tligpines was a protectorate of the U.S., and
many Filipinos immigrated during that time and sdugently, many to work in the agricultural
and canning industries. Filipinos played importahés in early efforts to unionize farmworkers
on the West Coast and in Hawaii.

Pacific Islanders also come from countries anddamith widely varying political and economic
conditions, from colonies of the U. S. like Guamirtdependent nations like Fiji, to hundreds of
smaller islands which are still struggling to ceeahd maintain their own national identities.
Samoans, Fijians, Micronesians, and other Paafantier nationalities all face national
discrimination and particular forms of racial diszination.

As more recent immigrants from Asia live in thisiotry for longer periods, they increasingly
face and understand the racial and national digeaition rife in the U. S., and increasingly
struggle against that oppression. The nationaltqpresfaced by Asian Americans are thus
complex, varied, and need specific attention.

The Complexity and | nterconnection of National and Racial Oppression

This discussion of national and racial oppresssomot intended to be comprehensive or limiting.
These are complex issues, intertwined with eacérathd with class exploitation and
oppression. There are many variations in natioppt@ssion, not just broad categoriesfor
example, different Indian nations have distinctdngs, cultures, languages, resources, treaties,
and territories, so within Indian communities thare many different national questions, not
one. Within groups, too, there are variationsfaragle, people of Japanese descent whose
ancestors came to the U.S. during the latter gaheol800s do not face identical issues as those
who came following World War Il. People from Caréaim countries who have English as their
first language have different issues than thosm fitee Caribbean whose first language is
Spanish or French. We cant ignore or reduce thasplexities. We have to understand,
appreciate, and respond to them.

People of many nationalities face special oppresstated to their national originsissues of
language, culture, history, immigration rights atatus, professional status or lack thereof,
historical and colonial oppression, the variousoes and pressures for their immigration, and
more. Another complexity is that though most disenation which followed the 9/11 terrorist
attacks on the U.S is directed at Arab and Middist&rn peoples, many Latinos face racial
profiling due to claims that they look like peoplem the Middle East. For example, African
immigrants have their own specific national issbiesalso face the generalized discrimination
directed against African Americans. For examplexigien Americans whose families have been
citizens for centuries face harassment from imntigneauthorities due to racist assumptions
based on skin color.

Our purpose is not to artificially separate dis¢nation and oppression into either national or
racial categories, but to understand the ways #ineynterconnected and understand these
different facets of the oppression faced by indigid and peoples.

The Struggle for Full Equality for Women



Working class women suffer additional forms of agg®ion and exploitation than do male
workers. The capitalists gain super profits assaltbillions of dollars each year. They also gain
greater profits from male workers when male supnmelps the capitalists divide male and
female workers, weakening the struggle for all veoskrights. The decrease in real wages is one
of the factors forcing more women into the workfroften into low-wage jobs or into holding
two or three jobs. As a result, more women andichil are pushed into poverty.

Like racism, sexism is a key tool of the rulingsdaagainst all women and against the working
class as a whole. The wage differential remaing/dé&h men and women in similar jobs,
resulting in billions in super-profits. The gendisdratification of the job market ensures that
many women are relegated to the lowest-payingt kaure jobs. Under capitalism, women
workers are doubly oppressed, once as workersgaid as women. Racially and nationally
oppressed women face triple oppression. Womenragatio be compelled to shoulder the
predominate burdens of childcare and domestic mldevork. Treatment of women as sexual
objects also brings additional profits to the calBts and divides men and women. Cuts in social
welfare programs hit single mothers and their ¢kitdespecially hard, with rapidly growing
numbers of single mothers being driven further peerty. Rapid increases in health care and
housing costs impact single women and their chiladnest sharply. These cuts hit women of
oppressed groups even harder.

Among the forms of oppression women experiencataeks on their reproductive rights; lack
of quality, affordable day care; inequality in chiktaring and household work; sexual
harassment on the job; and domestic and sexua&ndgel The special oppression of women also
cuts widely across class lines, affecting promatifmr women in management and networking
and contract opportunities for women small busireessers. This provides the potential for a
progressive role for women as a whole, as an élilgeoworking class and the nationally
oppressed. Generally, women are more politicaliygaded than men on many issues, including
issues of war and peace and social welfare.

Women workers play a key role in assuring an atkeaof the womens movement with the
working class, while nationally oppressed womery glach a role in the alliance with the
nationally oppressed. There are long-standing aogigg relationships and coalition partnering
between the main womens organizations, the labaement, and other major progressive
organizations. This is an important element ofdiog the all-peoples front against the ultra-
right.

There is an ultra-right ideological attack on womenle in society and the family, trying to
force women to revert to a submissive role, totliimém to issues of family and children, and to
assign blame for the high rate of divorce and @meifiization of poverty on women. This blame
the victim approach seeks to divert attention ftbemways the system oppresses women.

Men should take an initiating role in combatingiafitances of sexism and male supremacy in
the labor and peoples movements as well as irath@y. Women need and deserve an equal
place in the ranks and in the leadership of therlattovement and all the peoples mass
democratic movements, including the Communist P&tgn have a strong self-interest in
thisgreater principled unity means greater vicwfa all. The main expression of the unity of
men and women must be in the united struggle fon&rs rights and equality. It is in the
interests of the labor movement to stand up forrigfes of working women in particular as well
as of women generally. It is in the interests bfte peoples movements to defend reproductive
rights and basic equality for women against rigitignattack.



Youth and Students

Under capitalism, youth and students experienceiapgppression and exploitation. Once again
capitalism gains extra profits from the specialle#ation of youth by two-tier contracts
providing lower wages for new hires and by extrgni@v minimum wages which mostly affect
young workers. Capitalists also gain from pittirepgrations of workers against one another.
Capitalism deprives youth of free access to qualibycation, of cultural and sports activities,
and of living wage jobs and entry-level traininglapprenticeship programs, and threatens
young peoples hope for a secure future.

Capitalism seeks to use youth as cannon foddés imperialist adventures. Working class

youth and students are in a position to be a kdéybetween youth and the working class; they
are the core of a labor/youth alliance. Similayilguth who are also specially oppressed can help
ally youth with the other core forces in the striegigr social progress. The forces of ultra-right
reaction attempt to appeal demagogically to thengageneration, but increasingly the desire of
youth for a secure future and their high sociahigenove youth into on-going alliance with

labor and its allies and push the youth movemeatlaftward direction.

There is an ultra-right ideological assault on y@specially youth of color. It attempts to
criminalize the young generation, including the sm&s incarceration of African American and
Latino males and also attempts to pit youth agaestors and to assign blame to youth for
various social ills, such as drugs, crime, and akxtransmitted diseases. Simultaneously, there
are efforts to mobilize youth to support the ultighit, especially on college campuses and in the
military.

Additional Social Forces for Progress

Gays and Leshians

Gays, lesbians, bisexuals, and the transgendere@®B& communityface discrimination in
housing and employment, lack full legal and ciights, and are frequently the victims of hate
crimes. As do all other people, gays and lesbi@nsashd and deserve full and equal civil rights,
including the right to marry.

The LGBT community consists of people from all skes, all sections of the country and
economy, and increasingly votes against the uigfi@zrLGBT organizations play an important
role in many coalitions and are increasingly aliath many progressive organizations and the
labor movement.

The ultra-right uses homophobia and attacks on gagidesbians as wedges to divide its
opposition. Using false notions of morals and fgmalues, the right attempts to use
homophobia to gain allies for its corporate agesmaiang the working class and other social
forces.

Those leading the attack on gay rights also att#toér and advocate slashing budgets for social
programs. The real threat to working families i$ g@y marriage but the ultra-right agenda of
maximum profits and war. Homophobia was one ofwkapons of the McCarthy-era attack on
democracy, and continues to be called on by thia-ulght in attempts to split the growing unity
against the right-wing program. Unity against hohmaga and for gay rights is an important
defense of basic rights for gays, lesbians, angealple, and is a key to building unity against
the broad anti-democratic agenda of the right. idisoation in housing, employment,



education, as well as hate crimes against gay$eabdns, need to be punishable by law where
they are not, and enforced where they are.

Farmers and the Rural Population

All working people are affected by the chronic i&iig rural America. Food prices are soaring.
Family farmers, farm workers, and workers in foedgessing who place that bounty on our
tables receive a shrinking share of the food doNarst of the wealth is flowing into the coffers
of ADM, Monsanto, Cargill, Tyson, and other agrilmess giants. These leeches suck the
lifeblood out of rural America, leaving farmers amal communities to shrivel and die while
delivering to the supermarkets and fast food chaiadified and processed foods of dubious
safety and nutrition.

Family farmers, farm cooperatives, and workers Faaklieroic history of fighting common
enemiesthe banks and corporations. There was thdiBtoParty, North Dakotas Non-Partisan
League, and the Minnesota Farmer-Labor Party tinéraced socialist Governor EImer A.
Benson. African American and white tenant farmeradlabama joined the Share Croppers
Union. The unity of farmers and workers was therbeki of the New Deal.

Smashing the alliance of workers and farmers wgddkéhe Republican rights seizure of power
over the past thirty years. Methodically they téegeprogressive lawmakers in predominantly
rural states, replacing them with hard-line, moBgpublican supporters of agribusiness.

We support legislation to insure fair commoditycps for farmers who today sell their
commodities at prices far below the cost of proaunctThe rightwing, pro-agribusiness majority
in the House and Senate are blocking such legslati

We need federal programs that enable farmers yoostéheir farms and young farmers to go
into farming. We need programs to save farmlanohfrapacious real estate developers who are
gobbling up fertile farmland. The Federal governthmaast stop stalling and pay Black farmers
the restitution ordered by a federal judge for Rtaey of racist discrimination in farm loans. The
Communist Party supports a policy of sustainableatjure that produces safe, nutritious food,
fair farm commaodity prices for farmers and unionges for farm workers.

A growing movement by independent farmers, farmkes, and workers in the food processing
industry is fighting for union rights and the righaf small independent farmers. But so far, those
struggles are on parallel tracks that have notngrged into one mighty voice for progressive
change in rural America. This remains the urgesk iget to be completed.

Seniors

Seniors and retirees are under attack by right-wiifyts to privatize Social Security, by
pharmaceuticals price gouging, and by the divestmipension plans by businesses eager to
avoid their contractual obligations. Some aspettaioculture devalue seniors and the
contributions they have made and are making teesgcand devalue their rights to full
participation in society. The increasing retiremage, the rapidly escalating cost of health care,
the company demands that workers and retirees pag for their health care, and the cutting of
funds for social programs all make life more difficfor seniors, threatening their health and
economic security.



The high level of organization of seniors, incluglimion retirees groups, combined with high
rates of voting, give seniors the political musatealliance with the labor movement and other
progressive forces to defeat the attacks and tarekpocial programs that provide essential
support for seniors. National health care includingerage of catastrophic iliness, increasing
Social Security benefits and COLAs, expanded hgugimgrams for low-income seniors, social
support for culture accessible to all, acknowleddime contributions that seniors have made and
continue to make to society will all help this erdang sector of society.

The Jewish People and Anti-Semitism

The six million Jews in the U.S. continue to voeawly (more than 70%) against the ultra-right.
Jewish people constitute a national group but tgécial problems often appear in a religious
guise. Anti-Semitism continues to be an instruntémeaction. When the right-wing danger gets
stronger, anti-Semitism gets worse as an instrumieditvision and diversion. One of the major
reasons for the opposition of most Jewish peoptkeaaultra-right is the efforts of the latter to
erase the separation of church and state to faear Christian fundamentalist allies.

There have long been strong progressive trends gthenJewish people on a wide range of
domestic issues and for peace. Most Jewish peapte & two-state solution and an end to the
occupation of the Palestinian Arab lands. Howeaexybstantial number are also influenced by
right-wing Israeli demagogy. While most Jews argk&smore now among white-collar
workersthere are some in the upper echelons dfdhenationals and among the so-called neo-
conservatives, but they constitute a small pergentd those categories, as well as of the Jewish
people as a whole.

Social Movements for Progress

There are other class and social forces, sociaemewts, and political tendencies which play
important roles in the political life of our countiThese include professionals, the disabled and
mentally ill, and small business people. Similarhgvements in support of improved public
education and public health care, for peace, anceforming and democratizing our electoral
systems; environmental organizations; civil libestorganizations; independent media groups;
various community and neighborhood organizationd; @emocratic progressive sections of
religious denominations and organizations, all midythemselves with the working class.

At times, one or another struggle led by these ggaan be the sharpest battle in a region or in
the nation as a whole, galvanizing new supporteustdnding, and activism. For example, the
battles to protect and expand Social Security argktend pension rights bring together not only
senior organizations but also organizations of mmetirees, in coalition with the labor
movement and both progressive and mainstreamgailforces. The massive worldwide peace
movement involves tens of millions directly, anchtdreds of millions who support and agree
with the goal of building a peaceful world.

It is not our intention to make a comprehensiverese of all social movements, as this changes
rapidly and is evaluated regularly by our NatioGammittee. Here we give some examples of
how social movements and currents are relatedtestimate of the balance of forces and
strategic policy.

Progressive Culture



Our people have a rich heritage of many kinds ¢ttice, a heritage which needs to be
celebrated, supported, developed, preserved, amwdieaged. Public support for the arts, the
encouragement of many forms of cultural expressappreciation of the rich diversity of ethnic
and multinational cultural celebrations are alltfdrour struggle for ending racism, prejudice,
and negative stereotypes, and for deepening owatidn about the important contributions of
all peoples to our multicultural country. Many faraf artistic expression have a humanistic,
democratic contenteven some commercial art formsandand do contribute to the struggle
against the ultra-right. Many popular artists suppoogressive candidates, take pay cuts to
appear in humanistic films, volunteer for fund nagsefforts for pro-people causes, make public
statements about crucial political issues, and ge@monstrations and marches.

The increasing commodification of mass culture toedrestriction of the availability of some
forms of art only to the wealthy undermine the deratic participation of all in developing
progressive culture based on that rich heritage. &ritertainment industry fosters a popular
culture which brings it the greatest short-termfipgaather than an all-sided development of all
forms of culture. This distorts education and ad@fwand increasingly impoverishes and limits
the cultural forms available to masses of peoptep@rate sponsorship of culture, in addition to
providing an alternative form of advertising, ateads to restrict or censor any progressive or
anti-corporate content.

Progressive, democratic artists and cultural warlsétuggle to create art that reaches and
involves the working class and all people, oftethia face of serious obstacleslack of funding,
difficulty being heard over the din of commerciatissmall audience base, and lack of
encouragement and support for anything that chgélethe dominant capitalist culture. Peoples
artists create for picketlines, for mass movemeduotsyarious forms of independent media, and
for venues outside mainstream commercialism, arekpessions of resistance to the system
and the lack of choices and future, especiallyaitly. Sometimes artists who work in
commercial media struggle to report or grapple whintruth, running up against the barriers the
system places in their way. They search for waysoaibating the anti-democratic, chauvinistic
culture promoted by the ultra-right.

Developing a vibrant peoples culture and an appteai for the cultural expressions of all
peoples are essential parts of building mass dewgginst the system, a way of offering an
alternative vision, a way of providing hope, a meahcommunicating working class,
democratic values, and a venue for honoring alitpesaspects of our multicultural society.

Health Care Struggles

In many countries, health care is a constitutioiggdt, but not in the United States. Unionized
workers are forced to negotiate lower wages tofpatheir health benefits. Unorganized
workers are left with little or no real access &alhh care, which forces them to pay for their
health services out-of-pocket often beyond theiamse Over 45 million people are in that
position of having to make choices among criticas such as medicines, hospital
appointments, food, education, and housing. AnotBemillion have woeful health insurance
benefits.

In the United States health care is a big businessmodity with a big price tag, comprising
14% of the US GNP. Removing profit from the Wallegtt-controlled health industry can fully
fund a system that puts health before profit.



Communists support a health care system that ipegimensive and free with guaranteed access
to quality care whenever needed. But a health ©gstem is more than just medical care. Health
care also means prevention of occupational and aontynenvironmental hazards and

infectious conditions that threaten peoples heéttladdition, the lack of affordable housing has
become a major public health problem. A comprehenisealth care system means that all
health workers in hospitals and community cliniasstrreflect the populations they are
servingwe support the aggressive application afmafitive action programs for equal access to
medical, nursing, and other professional trainind education programs.

Organized labor, while protecting its own hard-vib@mefits, is beginning to see the need and
necessity to unite with other national and comnydbésed organizations in the fight for a
national health system that provides quality, gotm@d health benefits for everyone.

Progressive and Democratic Religious Movements

Almost all forms of organized religion have wittilrem organized segments of progressive and
democratic religious activists, who seek to malegrtmoral values of peace, equality, and
justice into a positive force for progress. Thegr@asingly confront the efforts of the ultra-right
to mobilize religious groups for reaction. Manyigelus organizations have long traditions of
progressive activism, and they increasingly alntiselves with the labor movement, the peace
and justice movements, anti-capitalist globalizatimovements, and with all democratic
movements, and participate in efforts to build pedp-people international solidarity.

There is an as yet small trend among the religcasmunity which considers capitalism as
immoral and is moving towards socialism and evem@anist Party membership, in large part
motivated by the high moral standards based on tékgious beliefs. The Communist Party
welcomes these developments and expects themwo gro

International Solidarity and the Struggle for Peace

The peace movements worldwide constitute a majoefagainst imperialism and aggression.
The unprecedented actions around the world agdiedtart of the U.S. invasion of Iraq, the
largest coordinated demonstrations in history witar 12 million participants, showed the broad
appeal, mass sentiment, and willingness to strugglpeace across boarders and continents.

The peace movement in the U.S. is growing beyoadr#ditional peace organizations to also
include many other social forces and allies, ingclgdections of the labor movement. Our
people have a material interest in ending the giteito use military power to dominate the
worldthe money which is used to invade and corttisér countries and regions is desperately
needed in our country to address the pressing redems people. The immoral and wasteful
appropriation of our tax dollars for the imperitligterests of U.S. monopoly capital drains the
public treasury of money essential to guarantegte services, programs, and benefits for our
people. The Bush administrations threats of moggesgion against more countries means that
this issue will continue to be one of the over-arghssues of our time.

The U.S. government is the main imperialist powehie world and is therefore the main threat
to peace worldwide. The Communist Party and pragredorces in the U.S. have a
responsibility to our own people and to the peaplthe world to build the broadest, strongest,
ever-growing peace movement opposed to U.S. imsréaygression anywhere in the world.
We have a responsibility to all past, present, @oténtial future victims of direct U.S. military
aggression, including Cuba, Vietnam, and North ldore



Building international unity against war and aggres is increasingly a matter of human
survival. Unity against the development and useuziear weapons and against expanding the
arms race into space is an escalating necessity.

4. Unity Against the Ultra-Right

To chart our path to socialism, it is necessamsiimate what qualitatively different stages the
struggle will have to pass through. The CommunagstyPmust examine the relationships among
all the existing class and social forces, withowteption. That requires knowing the present
stage of development of the capitalist economysawial system. In the previous section, we
provided a basic estimate of the objective featofdke relationships between the class and
social forces for progress. We now move to the exation of the political role of the
transnational monopolies.

The present period of capitalist development pasg®ve danger to democratic rights and civil
liberties in the United States. Since the early0E98he Republican Party, dominated by its ultra-
right wing, has controlled much of the nationalis¢afive agenda, while the leadership of the
Democratic Party has often ceded ground and ivéat

Ever since the major victories for the working slasiring the New Deal era of the 1930s, the
rich and their paid operatives have worked diligettd chip away at or destroy these
concessions to the political power of workers. Thaye attempted to slow down or restrict
many progressive programs that benefited peoples And to chip away at every victory for
unions, civil rights, and the environment. Now tha-right wants to place on the agenda the
complete elimination of many of these programs,civlthey refer to pejoratively as entitlement
programs. They want a government that has no saept to facilitate the ruthless power of the
giant monopoly corporationsthe industries, the Battike chain stores, the brokerage houses, the
insurance companies, agribusiness, the pharmaakctimpanies, and the arms merchants. Even
many of the super-wealthy who are not part of ®support of the ultra-right gain financial
rewards from these policies, and either supponate their opposition to particular ultra-right
policies which benefit them.

In the late 1960s and early 1970s, capitalism énUts. went through a period of economic
stagnation, an oil crisis which challenged U.Spooate dominance of energy resources, the
exposure of the illegal and immoral operations d.Untelligence agencies, and the resignation
of a sitting president. Internationally, there wlas renewed economic power of U.S. competitors
in Europe and Japan, a continuing rise of newlgpahdent former colonies who sought
alternatives to subservience to U.S. capital, gngveconomic strength in the socialist
community of nations, and a military defeat of UrSperialism in Vietham. Underlying the new
economic difficulties was a sharpening of the basiatradiction of capitalism. The scientific
and technological revolution had increased theasization of the means of production. But
prior to transnational capitalist corporate owngrdiecoming widespread, capitalism did not
have adequate forms to fully utilize the new meafnsroduction. As a result, they temporarily
were unable to fully realize the potential for exggaater exploitation of labor and the
accumulation of capital on a more global scale.séhend other challenges to U.S. capitalist
dominance caused a shift in ruling class thinking some realignment among various right-
wing groupings.

Larger sections of the U.S. ruling class begaretmasly fund right-wing think tanks, ultra-right
political campaigns, and efforts to bring religidusdamentalists into the electoral arena in an



attempt to reassert their power. They sought tesexa U.S. military dominance with massive
investments in new weapons systems. They soudiretk up the grand political coalition that
supported the Democratic Party, starting with boddheir own coalition of transnationals and
economic and social conservatives who worked toidata the Republican Party. Central to
their political program was the Southern Stratefygomtinuing the movement of southern whites
influenced by racism away from the Democratic Partihe Republican Party, dominating the
South through disenfranchisement of African Amerg;aand appealing to racism using code
phrases such as law and order and reverse disatiorin

Two major political tendencies have developed sdapitalist class in recent decades in the
U.S., both among the transnationals and amongdligcpl parties and governments with which
they are intertwined.

The Ultra-Right

The first tendency represents the most reactiosection of the transnationals. It took over the
Republican Party and in 1980 elected Ronald Reagdrthen in 1988 George H. W. Bush as
President. In the 1970s and dramatically escaldtiihgwing the election of Reagan, the U.S.
government increased the U.S. military build-uprdss the mainstream political spectrum,
among most Republican and Democratic elected afficsupport for capitalist globalization led
to the implementation of the North American Freadg Agreement (NAFTA), the WTO, and
other international trade agreements and organizsitand to increased outsourcing of union
manufacturing jobs. It attacked the very existemicenions and bargaining rights, imposed tax
cuts for the rich, cut social programs, demonizedifjn opponents of the U.S., covertly funded
the right-wing-initiated civil war in Nicaragua, digave weapons to the Saddam Hussein
dictatorship in Irag. They picked small countriesrivade, including Panama and Grenada,
testing new military equipment and strategy, arehking down resistance at home and abroad
to U.S. military invasion as a policy option.

While the ultra-right suffered some setbacks dutireggClinton years, it did not receive a major
lasting rebuff. The election of Clinton led theraltight to step up attacks on Democrats,
liberals, and all social programs, and to intentiir efforts in a vast right-wing conspiracy.
With the election to the Presidency of George WsiBun 2000, this ultra-right trend took an
even further turn to the right, winning a Repubticaajority in both houses of Congress for the
first time since 1952.

The ultra-right is dominated by the most reactigregctors of the transnational monopolies. The
ultra-right includes the military-industrial comglethe oil and energy industries, and the
pharmaceuticals. It also includes sections of tghk tech industry, finance capital, and massive
manufacturing and distributive giants, such as Watt. The ultra-right includes the so-called
neo-conservatives, social and fiscal conservatiadigjious fundamentalists, nativists,
libertarians, and other right-wing trends. Theaultight also includes sections of the urban and
rural middle strata: farmers, large and small bessrpeople, as well as small sections of most
class and social forces. The mass aspect of trernight movement tends to be located more in
the suburbs and exurbs, and in small cities andisagpecially in the West, Midwest, and
South. The ultra-right incorporates various soarad political tendencies, and has achieved a
mass base among sections of different class anal $oices which, often against their own
interests, currently support ultra-right candidates



Alongside the difficulties of U.S. capitalism gigmise to a turn to the right of a major section of
monopoly capital, the demise of the Soviet Uniogspnted a new opportunity to the neo-
conservatives and other conservative world stratedp implement their aspirations for renewed
world dominance.

Domestically, their policies are openly anti-unenmd anti-worker and diligently promote the
interests of the biggest transnationals and thdtineaspecially the most reactionary sectors,
through further tax cuts and giveaways. Concuryettte ultra-right attacks the social safety net
won in the Roosevelt New Deal and sincesuch messw&ocial Security, Medicare, Medicaid,
the Food Stamp program, Head Start, and envirorahpritections. To keep working people
divided and to divide them still further, the utiight opposes affirmative action and has
shredded the social safety net in ways that halisproportionate affect on women and people
of color and fostered police profiling and brutgalit

Its policies include open domination by the trariemals over most of the government,

including corporate lobbyists actually draftinglfilsubverting the democratic process. The
ultra-right also actively seeks the eliminatiorgovernmental regulation and of the opportunity
for popular intervention in the public interestkey sectors of the economy, and a radical shift of
the tax burden from the transnational corporatemms wealthy to the working class,
professionals, and small capitalists. There has beramatic reduction of government spending
on the needs of the poor, the nationally and rigoigdpressed, and the working class, while
increasing various forms of subsidy and tax cutdig corporations and the super-rich.

The logic of these domestic and international pedics the need to undermine democratic rights
in the U.S. to prevent serious opposition and etetdefeat for the ultra-right. The current
success of the right wing in the electoral arermetgust the replacement of one set of politicians
by another, but is a grab for control by one sectibthe capitalist class over all others and over
the whole of society. The present ultra-right goweent is not an ordinary bourgeois-democratic
regime. It has a conservative-authoritarian natabech rather than seeking to unite the
capitalist class through compromise, instead seellsminate less militaristic sections of the
capitalist class. They target other sections oftahplong with working-class and peoples forces
in an attempt to impose the most reactionary pedicin all politicians and the corporate forces
they represent. The current ultra-right consereatiuthoritarian policies, which chip away at
democratic and constitutional rights, escalatedtmeger of fascism. We shouldnt overstate the
fascist dangerfascism is tbpen terrorist dictatorshipf the most reactionary, militarist, racist
section of monopoly capital. Fascism is not indudgabut the working class and allied forces
will not be able to prevent the ultra-right sectafrthe capitalist class from moving further
towards fascism unless we combat pressures ardwstlichanges in that direction now.

Determined to use the overwhelming military powkethe United States, neo-conservative
doctrine claims the right to dominate the world £b6. capitalist economic and political-military
interests. It uses the phony rationalization o€agding its own reactionary concepts of freedom
and democracy, meaning freedom for the corporatmasdemocracy for the few. It claims the
moral right to attack any country it wants, to coadwar without end until it succeeds
everywhere, and even to use tactical nuclear wesagod militarize space. Whoever does not
support the U.S. policy is condemned as an oppoliénénever international organizations,
such as the United Nations, do not support U.Segovent policies, they are reluctantly
tolerated until the U.S. government is able to sdimate or ignore them.



Utilizing the terrorist attacks of September 11020as a smokescreen, constitutional rights of
free speech and assembly have been curtailed,@dice powers and control of the media have
accelerated. An extremely dangerous success fordtxeonservatives was a revamped National
Security Strategy based on their first-strike, pneptive war, imperialist objectives.

Dominance by the ultra-right means constant attergpeliminate measures that fight racism
and overcome its effects. The ultra-rights open@nekrt uses of racism divide and weaken its
opposition. It means an increase in the repregsweer of the police and their racist practices. It
means continual and increasing restrictions on @eatic rights, including the right to vote. It
demagogically uses right-wing religious prejudiaesl works to eliminate separation of church
and state. It means a growth of military spending af the military-industrial complex. It means
a growth of nationalist ideology, jingoism, and gphobia. It publicly declares big government
the enemy of individual freedom and prosperity disthantles social welfare programs in the
name of fiscal responsibility. At the same timdgabsts military spending drastically, cuts taxes
on the rich, and provides billions in corporatefasd. This is financed by the biggest federal
deficits ever, exhibiting the greatest fiscal ipessibility.

Sharp turns in events and the activities of theatzatic forces can seriously undermine the
mass base of the ultra-right by exposing its ne@ntions and role. Most of ultra-rights mass
base is unaware of the real, complete programeofiltna-right. To pursue their aims, Bush and
the most reactionary transnationals seek to mairtanass base of support in order to hold
governmental power and sustain the illusion oftiewicy.

One of their main efforts to shore up their supotheir appeal to the Christian Right. This
appeal has been based on a false championing dy feaues and human life. In reality they
oppose womens reproductive rights, attack the tbekties of the LGBT community, oppose all
affirmative action to move towards equality of tiaeially and nationally oppressed and women,
attack all social welfare programs, and seek teumdhe the separation of church and state. At
the same time, they set records for immoralitydpeatedly lying to the entire country and
needlessly killing and maiming tens of thousandgeaple in pursuit of their imperialist designs.

So far, the ultra-right has been successful inbéistang a mass base among large sections of
Christian fundamentalists despite the reality thast members of such organizations have real
material interests in opposing the basic programeaction.

Other sections of major religious denominationsaggpthe direction of the ultra-right,
supporting peace and democracy because of thealineliefs and religious values. Millions of
believers often vote against and actively fightphegram of the ultra-right. This tendency is
growing. Among the religious forces weighing intbe side of democratic struggle are the
predominant church forces in the African Americammunities, continuing a long tradition
growing out of opposition to slavery. But even hehe ultra-right actively seeks to co-opt these
churches for reactionary purposes.

The ultra-right claims its international policiesdaincreasing limitation on democratic rights at
home are part of a necessary, unavoidable, unem¢angn terrorism. The ultra-right section of
U.S. imperialism, represented by the Bush admatisin, has used the terrorist danger to justify
its attempts to dictate to the world and as a wedpdeat down internal opposition. It is
primarily working people, in our country and arouthd world, who have been the victims of
terrorist attacks, including the September 11 &tathe Bush administration uses 9/11 as a
smokescreen for its real policies; constitutiomgthts of free speech and assembly have been



curtailed and police powers, control of the media] surveillance of legal opposition
movements have accelerated. The forces of reagéolare big government the enemy of
individual freedom and prosperity at the same tilneincreasing government powers and
curtailing democratic rights.

Marxist-Leninists oppose terrorism. Terrorism sitbts individual acts of violence, frequently
targeting civilians, for the mass action essemtiakal progressive change. We have long
rejected and opposed terrorist methods as a méatsiggle even for a just cause. The
organizers of much individual terrorism in the vebtbday are not pursuing social progress, but
rather are trying to impose right-wing regimeseanftinder the banner of religious extremism.

Imperialism has promoted terrorism by installingl @upporting reactionary, oppressive regimes
around the world and helping to suppress and etiteintommunist and other democratic and
working class movements that offer broad avenuepdsitive social change.

In fact, imperialism has been a chief supportaeobrism, both by individuals and small group
actors and by states, to promote its global agehuatargeting of civilians for military attack is
just as much terrorism as an individual act ofetale. U.S. imperialisms role in promoting
Osama bin Laden, state and corporate sponsored iei€olombia, and the terror-based
regimes of Gen. Pinochet, Saddam Hussein, and otaeys are well known. The U.S. supports
the Government of Israel in its use of state mijit@rrorism against the Palestinian Arab
population of the occupied territories. U.S. impésim has also supported, employed, and
harbored terrorists, using such methods as bondign airplanes, in an effort to destroy
Cubas socialist state.

The ultra-right in the U.S. justifies its terroreggression and interference in many countries
under the banner of freedom for all peoples. linetathat when all countries have freedom, the
result will be world peace. It is not hard for peoaround the world to understand that the
United States has no right to define freedom fenthnor to impose capitalist austerity measures
to guarantee the freedom of capitalist investmadtteansnational domination, nor to impose
any form of government against the will of the nm&yoof people of a country.

Freedom is the right of the majority to determine tonditions of their own lives and to decide
for themselves the policies and forms of their goweent. Freedom is of great importance to
communists. But freedom has different class andiboontent for different classes and social
forces. The freedom to exploit is not freedom fa éxploited. The ultra-right in the U.S. holds
up the banner of individual freedom to justifymtditaristic foreign policy and its pro-corporate
attack on social programs, rights, and protectiand,on peoples organizations and movements
at home. Defeating the ultra-right will expand treedom of working people. Radically curbing
the power of the transnationals will expand freedonworking people even more.

Defeating terrorism requires isolating these exisésrand reactionaries from any mass support.
That cannot be accomplished by police and militagghods. It requires removing and solving
real grievances of poverty and hunger, nationateggion, and other injustices around the
world. Only international solidarity, ending imp&list domination, and genuine economic and
social assistance to developing nations can pendrto terrorism.

The policies of the ultra-right endanger the wogkatass and its core alliesracially and
nationally oppressed peoples, women, and youthwidrking class is a particular target of the
ultra-right offensive with attacks on existing pems and benefits, imposition of two-tier wage



systems, attacks on union participation in elesi@ampaigns for more states to adopt right-to-
work anti-labor legislation, presidential decregaiast the right of hundreds of thousands of
federal workers to unionize, Bush administratiopprt for industries where workers are on
strike, and similar anti-union measures. SimilaBysh is pushing not only for the privatization
of Social Security but also schools, prisons, ahe@rogovernmental services.

The More Realistic Trend

The other tendency to emerge is that largely aasmtiwith the national Democratic Party
leadership. It is willing to make some concessionthe Democratic Partys mass base among
labor and the nationally oppressed and women iardadlameliorate social discontent. It
generally advocates a less unilateral, less artq@aity in relation to both the world and
domestic social forces. In pursuit of their paf@gecumperialist interests, this sector of
transnational capital and its political represenést are significantly more reluctant to use
military force until other means are exhausted.yT$ee a greater role for the United Nations and
other international bodies. Domestically they seertinued need for economic regulation and
social welfare programs to keep social peace aotidkie extremes of destructive capitalist
competitiveness.

These general divisions in the capitalist clasgaiarsignificant opportunities for working class
and progressive forces. On some issues, the madenatte, more realistic sections of the
capitalist class and its political operatives movparallel with the peoples movements as
important though temporary allies. They can be saresd to adopt a more progressive stance by
the strength of the peoples movements and masseert

While the Democratic and Republican Parties arl bapitalist institutions, they are not
identical. The ultra-right currently dominates ®Republican Party. The Democratic Party is not
only its national leadership; it has been the nmagchanism used by African American and
Latino communities to gain representation, as althe main mechanism used to elect labor,
progressive, and even Left activists to publicagfiespecially at the local level. There exists an
internal struggle within the Democratic Party begaweentrist forces who collaborate with the
right wing, and centrist forces opposed to thetngimg. Those opposed to the right wing are
often willing to align with progressive elementsittiseek to defeat the program of the ultra-right.
There are struggles within both the DemocraticyPand within the labor and peoples
movements that are reflective of the overall stleigg gain political independence from
corporate dominance. Any serious strategy that sip&in millions of people to a more
advanced political program must relate to theseygtes.

Defeating the Ultra-Right

The only strategy capable of defeating the ultgdiris the widest possible unity of all the class
and social forces whose interests run counterdsetiof the most reactionary section of the
transnationals. Such an all-inclusive coalition lgoteed to be led by labor and the working
class in close alliance with the nationally andatiy oppressed, women, and youth. It should
include seniors, family farmers, the LGBT commupggofessionals and the self-employed,
small business owners, and the disabledeveryorepeite most reactionary section of
transnational capital. This unity will include avee-growing Left-Center political coalition that
includes the Democratic Party, left and progressidependents who recognize the danger the
ultra-right poses, and all social movements omtlagr issues of our day. This all-peoples front
should strive to, and be able to, attract many wited Republican in the past.



The struggle to defeat the ultra-right is a demtcisdruggle that advances the class struggle and
that has the potential to shift the balance ofdernn a direction more favorable for winning
working class victories and for mounting offensstaiggles.

The struggle against the ultra-right, against tlestmeactionary sector of the transnationals, and
for achieving a defeat of its political power isgrkat significance. However, such a defeat alone
will not end the ultra-right danger. There willlskie the danger that the most extreme
reactionaries, militarists, and racists in our dopwill seek to impose fascisman open terrorist
dictatorship of big capital. Only the replacemehtapitalismwhich gives birth to these political
trendsby socialism can finally do away with theaHtight threat.

Defeat of the ultra-right in the political/electbesena will substantially weaken the most
reactionary sector of the monopolies. In doingtseir defeat objectively weakens all

monopolies and capitalism as a whole. The struggénst that sector of the ruling class also
serves the purpose of uniting, educating, and asssgra major portion of the forces needed for
the next historic task of the working class, thagtouggling to radically curb the monopolies as a
whole. The struggle against the ultra-right helpiions of people understand more clearly who
the next main strategic opponent is and who camaut unite to achieve that next goal. It
teaches millions about methods of struggle, forfnerganization, and the demands necessary to
move forward.

A major, lasting rebuff to the ultra-right, rendedey the all-peoples front, will represent a
gualitative change in the domestic balance of farttewill make possible a new stage of
struggle in our country. More important than theafic defeat of the ultra-right will be the
growing unity of labor-led mass movements that rsaduech a defeat of ultra-right politics
possible.

The ultra-right promotes anti-democratic electonethods. Manipulation of the political
processincluding racist vote suppression, extreangsan redistricting, and use of electronic
voting machines with no paper trail for recountsgfithat the right to vote and to have every
vote count has yet to be achieved. Major reformeh s proportional representation, abolition
of the Electoral College, and elimination of bamsieo ballot access for minor parties, are needed
to guarantee basic democratic voting rights.

Grassroots organizing around a program for workiagples needs is key to shift the balance of
forces to the left. Building a multiracial, multii@nal movement and expanding union
organization and other movements into the Southrarad areas are crucial to overcoming the
racism and bigotry utilized by the ultra-right.

The labor movement has made significant shiftssimiganization and outlook, and now leads
many coalitions for progress and change, and ldafissive struggles against the attacks of the
corporations and the ultra-right. Labors intensifarticipation in electoral struggles has
resulted in the election of thousands of union mensko office, the creation and development of
labors own independent political apparatus, antebebmmunication with, education of, and
mobilization of union membership. Increased efftoterganize workers, to build relationships
with allies, and to fight in the political arenavileamade labor the key element of most major
progressive coalitions and election campaigns.sthagle for the unity of the labor movement
on issues must be the foundation on which the lastazbalition can be built.



The labor movement has played a leadership rdbeiiding an independent, issue-based
worker-to-worker political apparatus since the rmhB0s. This workplace and neighborhood
outreach, which mobilized a quarter-million unioemrbers in the 2004 presidential election, is
the foundation for year-round organizing and is teglecting union activists to public office.
Similar issue-based door-to-door grassroots effoytdfrican American, Latino, Asian
American, womens, youth, gay and lesbian, and enmiental organizations strengthen the
voice and power of the Left within the all-peoptemnt against the ultra-right. Even with ultra-
right control of the Federal government, peoplegsslative victories, such as increasing the
minimum wage, can be won on an issue-by-issue hasafly, statewide, and even nationally.

Third parties which recognize the need in thisqukfor Left-Center unity to defeat the ultra-
right can play an important and positive role tadvalnifting the balance of forces, and moving
closer to the formation of a viable anti-monopdiyd party in our country. Some successful
projects work by building local independent eleatdormations, some by utilizing fusion
tactics, and some by building national networkpaiessuch efforts can make a great
contribution to the defeat of the ultra-right. Sgrhewever, adopt tactics which divide them
from the main forces able to sustain long-term paohelent political action.

The Communist Party, as part of the developingeatiples front to defeat the ultra-right,
participates fully with the labor movement andalises in building a strong peoples electoral
force.

The Communist Partys approach to peoples eleqtolics is a basic aspect of our view that
the current stage of struggle requires an all-peofibnt to defeat the ultra-right. This is
essential strategy for this historical period, just a temporary shift in tactics. Ultra-right
political dominance challenges the vast majoritpebple in this countryeven including some
sectors of monopoly capitaland very broad unityagh possible and necessary to bring about a
major political shift. Without this shift, the peles movements will be continually on the
defensive. Without building this broad unity, tHearright will succeed in splitting their
opposition, will continue to succeed in setting phiorities and agenda for the nation, and will
risk ever-greater military adventurism in pursdiga illusory global dominance. Without first
defeating the ultra-right section of monopoly, tnarking class and its allies cannot proceed to
radically curb the power of the monopolies as aletho

Our Party makes important contributions to theggle to defeat the ultra-right. Communists
clarify who the main enemy in this period is, whia class and political nature of the main
enemy is, and the need for an all-peoples front@anists help to unite the core forces of the
alliance around the labor movement, and bring h l@gel of commitment, devotion, and
activity to the struggle. The Communist Party isr@asingly recognized for these contributions.
The main limitation on our role has been the sisiak of the Party. We work to build grassroots
Party clubs to expand our independent base in trkimg class and to expand our ability to
directly mobilize workers in workplaces and neightmmnds. Communist candidates at the local
and state levels are vital to building unity in ffeoples movement, strengthening the Left, and
to organizing a strong grassroots base for a nabrareced program.

In the course of its participation in anti-ultrgtnt struggles, the Party agitates and helps prepare
for the next phase of struggle, the building obati-monopoly peoples party, all the while
educating and advocating for socialism.



Analyzing the objective stages of struggle is esakto developing correct long-term strategy; it
is not a mechanical prescription. These are stafyesuggle, not stages of social development
from one socio-economic system to another. Theakegstem remains capitalism through both
the anti-ultra-right and anti-monopoly stages aiggle. There is no firm, complete barrier
between these stages of struggle. In the curragesif struggle, while making the most
reactionary sector of the transnationals the mppooent and developing an anti-ultra-right
consciousness, Communists seek to spread genérat@mopoly consciousness and socialist
consciousness and to wage specific anti-monopolggkes. While the ultra-right is the focus of
the overall struggle, a transnational not parhefultra-right may be the opponent in a political
fight or a labor contract or strike struggle.

Some demands and victories that begin to curb@iaeepof monopoly as a whole may be won in
part or in whole in the course of the struggle agfaits ultra-right section. Some essential
peoples demands may not be won completely or at #ile anti-monopoly stage and may have
to await the succeeding stage of working peoplegepand the construction of a socialist
society. It is not the specific demands but ratherstrategy of that particular period of struggle
and the level of unity that develops which arertiast crucial factors in defining the stage of
struggle. The shift between stages is not a mechbcalculation but rather is based on a
changed balance of forceswhen the peoples foreestgangth and unity sufficient to

administer significant defeats to the ultra-righifficient to decisively shift the balance of
forces, advancing to the anti-monopoly stage besgmossible.

5. Building the Anti-Monopoly Coalition

U.S. capitalism is presently in the monopoly cditaimperialist stage of development, and in
the transnational monopoly phase of that stagee@me most reactionary ultra-right
transnationals, who dominate political life todeggeive a major defeat, it will be both necessary
and possible to take on the transnationals as #&ewhaevill be possible to move on to the anti-
monopoly stage of struggle. Building an anti-morigmoalition is the next key step in the road
to socialism in the U.S.

The stage of radically curbing the power of mong@d a whole will be more advanced than the
current stage of struggle against the ultra-righthe anti-monopoly coalition period, the
peoples democratic forces will take on the tranenat monopolies as a whole, not only their
most reactionary sector.

In that future period, the strategic aim will beréalically curb the power of the transnational
monopolies as a whole over the political, econcamd ideological life of our country. To
advance a serious effort to curb that power tobstsuntial extent will require a broad coalition of
all class and social forces whose actual intestflict with those of the monopolies. It will
need to embrace all the social movements and gallittndencies who oppose these
transnationals on some or many issues.

Such a coalition will build on the alliances andamizational forms developed in the current
struggle to defeat the ultra right. Because theranhopoly coalition seeks to curb the power of
all sections of the transnationals, it will no lengnclude the more flexible section of the
transnationals and their political representati¥g.that shift need not mean a narrowing of the
anti-monopoly coalition. It must involve a greatseaipsurge of millions. The coalition can



broaden and deepen as sections of the objectiméiiyreonopoly strata shed illusions through the
experience of struggle and the successful achientaie major defeat of the ultra-right.

The core of this coalition must include our muldtional, male-female working class and its
organized sectorthe labor movement, the African Acae people as a whole as well as

Mexican Americans, Puerto Ricans, other Latino pesgiNative Americans, Asians and Pacific
Islanders, and all other nationally and raciallp@ssed peoples, as well as women and youth. It
is also possible to win other social forces whoserests clash with those of the monopolies,
including people such as seniors, members of thBT.Gmmunity, the disabled, small business
owners, family farmers, and self-employed profassis, as well as multi-class social
movements such as peace, environmental, healthedhreation, housing, and others. All share
with the working class the common enemy of monopaiyer. All have a stake in radically
curbing the power of monopolies and in seekingitoan anti-monopoly government.

An Anti-Monopoly Program

At a future stage of struggle when the anti-mongpeloples coalition is growing and strong,
that coalition will put forward a program of pubfolicies and government practices. Struggles
on many of these issues have already begun, anel @y have won important victories in an
earlier stage of struggle, which a developed amtiropoly program will build on. As part of that
coalition, the Communist Party will propose radidamocratic demands aimed at curbing the
political, economic, and ideological power of themopolies. Our suggestions will include
(unless they are already won at an earlier stage):

- The building of a mass peoples party capable ofecwhng for governmental power, a
party free of domination by any monopoly interests;

- Removal from the electoral system of the financa@itributions of monopolies, to be
replaced by public funding and guarantees of hoslestions where each vote counts
and all votes are counted,;

« Replacing the foreign policy of preemptive strileesl dictating to the world in the
interests of U.S.-based transnationals with a pafdnternational cooperation to solve
problems of war and aggression, poverty, educaéionyronment, health, and
development;

« Full restoration and expansion of the Bill of Riglind all democratic rights; the
complete separation of church and state;

« Full legal protection from hate crimes and racralfjing, and the outlawing of oral and
written racist propaganda,;

« Implementation of affirmative action and compensafograms to achieve actual
equality for the racially and nationally oppressed women;

« Prevention of the freedom of monopolies to moveisss ways that harm workers and
communities without full compensation; the guaradteght to a job at living wages or
full income through public works and public servjobs; the growth of public ownership
of industries;

- Elimination of management prerogatives coupled withexpansion of workers and
union rights to prevent socially harmful managendetisions;

- Full funding for education, affordable housing mergs, day care, Social Security, a
universal health care program, youth job training eecreation programs, and cultural
programs;



- Creation of a social fund starting at $200 billiormake up for past and continuing
wrongs and to help achieve equality in facilitiesl anfrastructure for communities of the
racially and nationally oppressed,;

« No taxes for workers and low and middle income peqgurogressive taxation of the
wealthy and private corporations;

- Military budget slashed to a fraction of currenésging; and,

« All media to be free of monopoly ownership.

A Labor-led People's Party

Currently, the organizational forms of politicalcaelectoral independence for the working class
and its allies mainly utilizes support for candetatvho utilize the Demaocratic line to run for
office. Despite the variety of new political forraad experiences of the labor and peoples
movements, the difficulties placed on organizingcgssful third parties remain a barrier to fully
developing a political party free from control betmonopolies. Restrictions on full democracy,
such as excessive signature requirements for catesidbig money for advertising, and other
obstacles, need to be eliminated in order to atlefullest democratic participation of all
people.

The forms of political and organizational indepemzkethat are currently developing towards a
mass peoples party include:

- labors independent electoral apparatus;

« independent election financing;

« labor candidates;

« independent electoral apparatus in the African Acaearcommunity and other oppressed
communities;

« progressive get-out-the-vote and voter registratempaigns;

- the growth of Internet-based activist networks;

« organizations of voters partisan to specific pesjdsues;

« movements running on the Democratic line, or on lines, or as independents;

«  Communists running for officeas communists or @ependents for non-partisan offices,
or as part of progressive slates; and

« organizational forms that provide unity among thei$erent forces and movements.

Independent election tickets and parties, when sug@yport the current central objective of
defeating the ultra-right and do not weaken threfare also part of the process that
objectively prepares the ground for a powerful ge®@nti-monopoly party in the future.

The process of developing a national mass peopleyg pased on the working class, the
nationally oppressed, women, youth, and other gsxjve forces cannot mature until the anti-
monopoly stage of struggle. During the currentstaigstruggle against the ultra-right, the
strategy to win necessarily includes a sectiomefttansnationals and the Democratic Party, in
whose national leadership certain transnationadssame of the rich play a big role. In the anti-
monopoly stage, a party capable of challenginggMernmental power can and must be free of
domination by any sector of monopoly. It must hEady in which labor and the other core
forces play the leading role, acting in alliancéwall working people and progressive social
movements.



The struggle for a program of demands to radiaalip the power of the transnationals will take
place both through a peoples party and throughetectoral forms at all levelsworkplace
grassroots forms and neighborhood, city, state natidnal coalitions. These organizational
forms of struggle can gradually coalesce into omganulti-issue coalitions and a general anti-
monopoly front of struggle. The methods of struggtgaged in by such a mass upsurge may
include demonstrations, petitioning, picketing, atys, civil disobedience, and strikes, mass
strikes and general strikes, in addition to eledtstruggle.

It is possible and desirable that a peoples pardyaenti-monopoly coalition win governmental
control at local, city, state, and even the natitezel. The goal of this governmental
participation is to implement those parts of thegpam of demands not already won through
mass struggle.

Curbing the power of the monopolies weakens cagitahs a whole. The building of a peoples
party and the general anti-monopoly coalition shifte balance of forces incrementally toward
the qualitative change that opens the direct steulgg working peoples power and socialism.

The Left in the Anti-Monopoly Coalition

Further conditions for the growth of an anti-monlypmpalition and a peoples party capable of
competing for governmental power are the growtthefLeft, of a socialist-minded current, and
of a mass Communist Party. A large and growing tin all the class and social forces and
social movements is essential to help keep thedgaati-monopoly coalition unified and moving
forward. A much larger Left will help all democratanti-monopoly forces focus on the
transnational monopolies as the main enemy ancheifl assure a leading role of the
multiracial, multinational working class in closdéance with all nationally and racially
oppressed peoples, women, and youth. A mass CorstrRamity is simultaneously a necessary
condition for an anti-monopoly coalition to develdgr overcoming obstacles placed by the
transnationals and difficulties internal to theldam, and for moving ahead to a coalition of
working peoples power led by the working class. Gtwtribution of the Communist Party will
help assure that the anti-monopoly coalition mawe$o seeking an end to capitalism itself and
the construction of socialism.

It is not possible to predict to what extent an-amnopoly peoples coalition and government
will implement its radical anti-monopoly programftie the lesson is learned by the millions
that winning radical anti-monopoly reforms is nabagh. So long as the capitalists and
transnationals own the means of production anélaleeto command political and economic
power, big new social problems will emerge andands can be reintroduced in new forms. A
full, lasting solution to modern social problemguies socialism, starting with social ownership
of the key major sectors of the economy and workiegples democratic power led by the
working class.

The wider and deeper the unity of the anti-monojgolglition, the more the working class and
its key allies lead it, the stronger the Left andialist-oriented sector of it are, and the bigger
and more influential a mass Communist Party, theertite power of the transnationals will be
curbed by radical measures, which will make easiger, and less painful the move to the next
stage of social struggle, the socialist phase 8f History. This move to a new stage is made
possible by a change to political power of workpepple led by the working class.



The more these things are accomplished the maly likis that a transition can be
accomplished without the capitalists being ablage violence to block the building of
socialism. The Communist Party believes it is guedio win a peaceful transition to socialism
in the U.S.

One of the major reasons for such confidence istttgaworking peoples anti-monopoly
coalition can be built on an even broader basis tha coalition against the ultra-right. It will
involve an overwhelming majority of people who hdearned from their experience of struggle
that capitalism cannot be reformed, cannot overcitsrigasic anti-human qualities, and that
broad unity results in peoples victories. Capitalisill always and increasingly endanger life on
this planet and undermine the highest ideals ardsief humankind. Capitalism will always be
based on economic exploitation. Therefore, evenghdhe coalition of working peoples power
and for socialism will not include any section lo&tmonopoly capitalist class, it can be broader
and deeper than all previous political coalitiohthe working class and its allies, embracing in
active struggle for progress nearly the entire pettpan of each of its class, social force, and
social movement components.

The Immediate Transition to Working Peoples Power

The Communist Party seeks a fundamental transfaymat the economy, of the way decisions
are made, and of the institutions that enforceroiisnation, exploitation, and oppression. We
pursue the replacement of the ruling class donmonaif society with a system of working
peoples power led by the working class. We thing ¢lan only be accomplished by a
revolutionary movement that is embraced by a vagorty of the people of our country.

Winning such power will require a grand coalitied by the working class, in close alliance
with the racially and nationally oppressed, worneerd youth. Also essential to that grand
coalition are all working people, such as senisnsall farmers, professionals, small business
people, the LGBT community, and the disabled; al ageall of the social justice issue
movements, such as the peace, environmental, sigeeminded religious and cultural
movements, and all who seek a more just, more aojaisociety.

A mass Communist Party based on the working ctass$ probably other left parties for
socialism, will be crucial elements for buildingcbua grand coalition. Because of the power of
the capitalist class, because of the dominantabéapitalist ideology in the media and
educational systems, because of the divisionsentestd fostered by the agents of the capitalist
class, the next major social transformation, thadition to socialism, requires a class-conscious
force. Revolutionaries must be steeled in the émtif the working class for better wages and
working conditions, tested in building alliancesveen workers and all oppressed peoples, and
consistent in battling real and perceived divisibasveen younger and older workers, between
union leaders and community activists, and betweale and female, and involved with a
working class which is class conscious as a whole.

We see revolution as a profoundly democratic prmose that involves the actions and
decisions of the vast majority. We reject all agmtues that welcome and seek violent action.
We fight for and commit ourselves to building enbuwgpity to win socialism peacefully, though
we recognize that the ruling class may initiatdence against progressive and radical
movements in an attempt to maintain their power.n&A&e no illusions that the capitalists will
willingly give up power and control, unless theybano alternative, no possibility of
successfully stopping social transformation byiatiihg capitalist class-led violence. Working



class power comes from the united action of termithions of workers and from their
commitment to end exploitation and oppression. Amg short of that will be unable to succeed
in bringing about a fundamental transformationha&f $ocial system and in redirecting priorities
to solve peoples needs, both short and long term.

A revolutionary majority, based on mass peoplesoiations and political parties, must work
to make it politically impossible for the formeiing class to return to power, or use the military
to impose a return to power. As with all governmseshould any forces try to take power by
unconstitutional means, by coup or counter-revohary insurrection, the full weight of the
government would be used to uphold socialist I&égalnd working peoples power.

The Communist Party aims for a peaceful transittosocialism, based on all forms of mass
democratic expression and social action, electordlnon-electoral, to win and maintain
working peoples power. Our Party, with deep rootsliS. history and culture, with its long-
standing principled fight for working-class unifgry civil rights and full equality for all, for
genuine reforms, and for maintaining and extendiogstitutional rights, is an indispensable
component of the coalition needed to win socialism.

The struggle to achieve power and construct sgomill be difficult. The monopolists have
great resources and great determination to keepritiees and power. For an organization to
play a leading role and develop strategy and tsdhiat fit the objective circumstances requires
Marxist-Leninist analysis based on the actual ni@teonditions of society. It requires the

ability to influence millions based on long expage of common struggle and mutual respect. It
requires a Communist Party steeled in action. €adédrship role in the struggle for socialism is
not proclaimed, but can only be won through miléiaf working people gaining direct
experience with a Communist Party, with its deadsl with its application of theory to real
struggles. A Communist Party must win this resp@ew at every step of the struggle.

6. Bill of Rights Socialism in the USA

Socialism will solve many of the intractable prabkeof capitalism, and provide the mechanisms
for solving others over time. Once human need oeslg@reed and private profit as the driving
force of the economy, once working people can tugyemake decisions about the priorities of
society, once serious steps to end exploitationogapdession are being implemented, once the
people remove the power of the transnationals fitwerlJ.S. political system, then we can begin
real, humane problem solving.

The Communist Party seeks to build socialism inUhéed States based on the revolutionary
traditions and struggles of the people of our couriirom before the start of the American
Revolution up to today, workers, low-income peopla] their allies have struggled to create and
extend democracy.

Our vision is one of Bill of Rights Socialism, wiegpeople and nature come before profit. Our
vision is of a country where all can participate,matter what their religion, race, or nationality;
where immigrants have the same human rights asatne-born; where the strength of our
multinational, multiracial, multigenerational wonkj class can solve the problems we face in the
interests of all people; where creating a sustdnatonomy takes priority over profits; where

the supposed right of companies to pollute is elated; where women have full rights and
actual guaranteed equality; where all ethnic, maticand racial groups have full guaranteed



equality and civil rights, implemented through asir program of compensatory measures; and
where fully funded quality education and programrschildren are the highest priority.

Bill of Rights Socialism would maintain and exteteimocratic rights in the U.S.the rights to
free speech, to free assembly, to freedom of mligio a secular government, to be free from
corporate domination, and to be free of unwarragtacernment intervention in the lives of
individuals.

A socialist United States will guarantee all theefloms we have won over centuries of struggle,
and also extend the Bill of Rights to include freedfrom unemployment, from poverty, from
illiteracy, and from discrimination and oppressi@acialism will guarantee the right to vote, to
health care, to a job at a living wage, to decenising. With socialism, pensions and social
programs take priority over new weapons systentspitidect only the profits of the defense
industry. Socialism will bring a peaceful foreigaligy that will not threaten other peoples or
countries with invasion, domination, or war. Esg@#nb achieving and maintaining socialism is
a fight from the start for the complete eliminatwirall forms of special oppression.

Socialism would not create an instant workers gaeadocialism, rather, is a phase of social-
economic development during which millions of peojpicreasingly decide their own destiny
and work step-by-step to build new democratic tagtns to run the economy. Socialism would
provide mechanisms by which working people canvallk together cooperatively to extend
political democracy into substantive democracylliisgheres of social life including the
economy.

Many details of the constructing of socialism willnecessity depend on the specifics of the
socialist transformation, on the politics of thaei, and on the wishes and demands of the
majority. We can, however, predict some basic aspeith certainty. Socialism would bring
social ownership to the commanding heights of t@emythe major industrial firms, the
transnational corporations, banks and other firsmestitutions, the energy industry, much of
the national distribution system, and the healtle sgstemand run them as public utilities, with
publicly elected boards, responsible to and forpihielic good, and for long-term economic and
environmental sustainability. Public programs feefhealth care, free education through the
college level, combating illiteracy, ending malmidn, and guaranteeing jobs would be built.

Bill of Rights Socialism would guarantee freedonrelfgion and separation of church and state.
People of faith and religious organizations pgpate in all struggles for social justice, peace,
and equality, up to and including socialism. Thghhinoral standards and progressive social
activism encouraged by major sections of mostialgtraditions bring important moral
elements to struggles for justice.

Socialism is an economic system where from therlmgg the decisive sectors of the
economyits commanding heightsare socially ownedcamdrolled, where the anarchy and
destructive competition of capitalism are replabga strategically planned economy. It is also a
political system where working people led by the'kirmy class are the dominant political force.
Socialism doesnt only mean nationalization of kedustries. There will be many forms of
socialist ownership: public ownership at many défe levels from national to state to
municipalities, private ownership of small busiressgoint ownership of cooperatives, and other
mixed economy forms that best fit production anciameeds. And of course every individual
will privately own his or her personal possessiand property.



Socialism will not only eliminate the waste of ttegitalist system and the private appropriation
of profit. A socialist economy must tackle issuéseentives, productivity, technological
change, research and development, sustainabititithee organization of production and
distribution to make the economy more effective afiitient, in order to make possible the
material benefits of socialism. Capitalism usesmetogical improvements to further exploit the
working class; socialism uses technological improgets and increases in productivity to fund
social programs, to shorten the workweek, and eawige free health and education. Socialism is
not a utopian system, but bases social prograntiseoachievements of social production.

Socialism will eliminate much inequality by takipgofit away from the capitalist class and
utilizing it for the public good. Workers will beapl according to the principle, from each
according to their ability, to each according teitlwork.

The people of our country have the potential tmilate the greedy corporations that doom
working people to poverty, to speed-up, to plaositigs and the export of jobs, and to wage
differentials between men and women workers anddet racially and nationally oppressed
workers and white workers, wage differentials fhlate hundreds of billions of dollars of excess
profits every year in the coffers of the alreadgadnely wealthy. The people can thwart the
power of corporations that dooms working peopleléztions where money speaks louder than
votes, to a court system that protects the righpsigate property over the basic human rights of
the majority, and to homelessness, malnutritiod,laok of health care.

Our country has vast resources and productive tnduplants, extremely advanced technology
and science, a huge reservoir of skilled workand, aagreat tradition of democracy, initiative,
innovation, and creativity. In a socialist socigtye millions of people now unemployed,
homeless, and underemployed could create morewiealall to share. Once the power of the
corporations is broken, the vast majority of thardoy can use the Constitution, the Bill of
Rights, and local governments to build real democeand equality.

Society and government should have the resporgitolisteadily improve the lives of the
majority. Government and the people should megstagress by the improvements in human
rights and justice, in living standards, in real&dy, in environmental sustainability. Should the
governing coalition of class and social forcesbgdhe working class make substantial mistakes
and lose the confidence of the majority of peopleguld be voted out of office. The Communist
Party will work hard to keep this from happeningttbby working to keep the confidence of the
working class and by working to win contested eters.

As the working class and its allies accomplish ¢hgsals in the context of a new socially owned
and governed society, society will be able to affeocial programs on a constantly expanding
basis. To insure the productivity and efficiencyaifor, we would:

- Consider which aspects of production and distrdsutvill be socially owned and how;

« Strive for strategic planning which maintains neseaeg balances in the economy between
the production of goods and commodities, heavysihguand the production of
machinery;

« Seek the proper combination of material and maregmtives at all levels of the
economyfrom the individual worker and work collee in specific industries through
city, state, regional, and national levels;

« According to circumstance, this may include markethanisms in combination with
strategic planning and regulation;



« Seek mechanisms for the daily functioning of theneeny such that the quality, variety,
flexibility, and efficiency of production are coasitly increased.

The forms of ownership will reflect both politicdévelopments and the needs of economic
development and sustainability.

Many myths have been propagated about socialismtr&y to right-wing claims, socialism
would not take away the personal private propeftyarkers, only the private ownership of
major industries, financial institutions, and ottage corporations, and the excessive luxuries of
the super-rich. Socialism would not make all wagmspletely equalsocialism would end the
great disparity in income between workers and ¢meér ruling class, whose wealth is
unearned, eliminating private wealth from stockcsption, from private ownership of large
corporations, from the export of capital and jaos] from the exploitation of large numbers of
workers. At the same time, workers would be pambading to their contribution in quantity and
quality of work. Socialism would not do away witmall businesses or family farms. Small
business owners, professionals, and farmers, wiierdly suffer from the heavy hand of
monopoly, are important potential allies of thegrassive majority even after the advent of
socialism.

In recent decades there are two major reasons adiglism has become even more imperative
for the survival of the human race. One is the tgraent of nuclear, chemical, space-based,
and biological weapons, which threaten the vergterice of humanity. The war-oriented ultra-
right could drive the world to the brink of destiion or even over the brink. This danger, new to
the history of the world since the 1940s, dram#yiescalates the dangers of war, already a
horrendous and destructive force. For our veryigatvwe need a world in which the arms trade
is curtailed and then eliminated, in which nucleanliferation is blunted by the complete
destruction of all nuclear weapons, and in whidltlaémical and biological weapons are
destroyed. We need all nations to pledge no fisst-af nuclear weapons, no preemptive nuclear
war, and no extension of the arms race into spasecialist world, in which the economic
incentives for war would be eliminated, is humaxlkigreat hope for peace and survival.

The other development is the threat to the wontdsrenment. Tackling the solutions to air
pollution, water pollution, the depletion of theooe layer, global warming, and other
environmental crises will require the combined aragtion, scientific knowledge, and research
resources of all countries in the world. Any urelal attempts to address major environmental
problems are doomed to failure. The forces of matilme laws of nature, cannot be violated
without paying a heavy cost, and if the violati@ns serious enough, this could threaten our very
existence as a species, even threaten our planigtg @ reproduce life as we know it.

Many environmental problems are rapidly approaclaitigrning point after which the ability of
nature to regenerate and overcome problems withtexer altered. The system of capitalism,
while not the sole cause of environmental problesracerbates and escalates these threats. For
this reason too, our survival depends on establishisystem which places human needs ahead
of private profit, which enables the working peoptehe world to together make decisions

about the threats to our survival, and which takeay the ability of capitalists to make short-
term profit-based decisions which threaten our {targ survival.

Communists advocate socialism as the first phasenefiv stage of society, but we dont think
that social and economic development will end atadism. We see socialist society eventually
leading to a higher phasecommunismwhere the cepitdhss and all classes will have



disappeared, replaced by a commonwealth of all wgrgeople, and where national and racial
enmity and prejudice will be things of the pastceimmunist society, the essentials of life will
be plentiful and readily available to all, and theressive apparatus of government will wither
away leaving purely administrative functions. le tommunist phase of society, social
production and distribution of wealth would be acltog to the principals of the motto, From
each according to their ability, to each accordmtheir need. In the Communist Manifesto,
Marx and Engels wrote, In place of the old bourg¢capitalist] society, with its classes and
class antagonisms, we shall have an associatihitch the free development of each is the
condition for the free development of all.

However, we have epic struggles ahead of us thahwust first win before building a communist
society. We need an organization that identifies¢hstages, alliances, and their
interconnections.

7. The Role of the Communist Party

Within the struggle to achieve a more democratigjtable, socialist society, the Communist
Party plays an indispensable role. As Karl Marx retlerick Engels wrote in the Communist
Manifesto, in the movement of the present, the Camists also represent and take care of the
future of the movement.

The working class needs its own political partpasty dedicated to the interests of the whole
class, dedicated to the long-term vision necedeanyinning fundamental changes, dedicated
not to an abstract ideal but to the people who mgkihe working class and their real struggles.
Even when a labor-based anti-monopoly peoples pahyilt, the working class still needs a
revolutionary party which can project strategyttoe future, for socialism, more clearly and
consistently than a coalition electoral party. \WWeagnize that victory relies not on slogans,
gimmicks, or conspiracies, but on the understandfngillions won in hard struggles over real
issues, an understanding that grows into full céamssocialist consciousness. Such
consciousness cannot develop as a result of spaniarstruggle alone, but must be combined
with explicitly Marxist-Leninist organization andlecation, tested and proved in struggle.

The Communist Party fights the abuses of the datitdass by organizing at the grassroots and
in broad coalitions for immediate needs. We expbsecapitalist system as the root cause of
poverty, racism, war, and human suffering and pibiatway to socialism as a fundamental
solution. We provide timely analysis of problemsnass movements in a way that illuminates
the path to the deepest, widest unity for progr@ss.theory and analysis contribute to winning
immediate reforms, and contribute to the creatioa wew system based on peoples needs rather
than private profit.

The Communist Party upholds both the immediatelang-range interests of the multi-racial,
multinational working class and people of our coy@ind builds unity of the entire working
class with its allies.

The role of the Communist Party is to guide thagdte of the working class to its ultimate aim
of winning working class political power and so@gai. In the stages of struggle that lead to that
ultimate aim, the Communist Party combines politieaonomic, organizational, and ideological
struggle, the exact nature of which changes alatiyahanges in the struggles and in the
balance of power. The role of the Party during estaje of struggle leading up to socialism is to
combine participation with the millions in strugglehere they are at, agitation for the next



phase of struggle, and propaganda for socialigrking activism in the struggles of the present
with preparation for the struggles of the future.

At the current stage of struggle, our role is tatdbute toward building the broadest all-peoples
front to defeat the ultra-right assault againstigir movement, the working class, racially and
nationally oppressed people, women, youth, senibesenvironment, and democracy. We help
identify for millions that the main enemy of progsds the most reactionary section of the
transnationals, working to unite in action the legdole of the labor movement and the whole
working class, in close alliance with the raciallyd nationally oppressed, women, and youth.
That unity is broadened by uniting with other classgl social forces, social movements, and
political tendencies. This coalition seeks parallgion when possible with the more moderate
and realistic section of the transnationals. TheyReorks to overcome all ideological and
political obstacles to this essential broad uraty] works to build a much larger Communist
Party.

When the strategic goal of a major defeat for titr@wight has been achieved, shifting the
balance of forces, the focus of the class and deatiostruggles shifts to the goal of radically
curbing the power of the transnationals as a wHolthis stage, the entire transnational capitalist
class is the main enemy, and all sections of trainmmal capitalism are opponents. This coalition
will work to build a mass peoples party free frony @omination by any monopolies, which has
the goal of winning a government free of monopagtcol. The Party will work to achieve mass
size and influence as part of building this advanaeti-monopoly level of struggle. The Party,
helping prepare for the next phase of struggld,eeihduct wider agitation and propaganda for
socialism.

To advance to the immediate struggle for workinggbes political power and the construction
of socialism, the Party will seek to become thelieg force or one of the leading forces among
the working class and its core allies. The strategponent in this stage becomes the capitalist
class as a whole and the system of capitalism alltasce for socialism will have to embrace a
large majority of the labor movement and the wivabeking class, who will have developed
through their own experience of struggle, and tglothe activity of the Communist Party, clear
class and socialist consciousness. The Partysviblmclude agitation and propaganda for a
fully developed socialist society on the way to coamism.

The Communist Party makes unique contributions tdveailding broad labor and working-

class leadership in day-to-day struggles, effotigctvare necessary to move to the next stage of
struggle, to achieve an anti-monopoly coalitionjtpal party, and possible anti-monopoly
government, and then socialism.

Starting with the current stage of struggle agaimstultra-right, the leading role of the
Communist Party is expressed by its advanced Maloeisinist ideology, strategy and tactics,
and socialist vision, combined with efforts to bluils size and mass influence. If our policies
prove sound, if we can learn from others, if wealske to develop coalition ties with mass
movements and organizations, if we can learn fromnaistakes, the Party will grow steadily
and strengthen its leading role. As the struggte@eds through the anti-monopoly and socialist
stages, the Communist Party will reach the poirgnetalong with other socialist forces it wins
the role of accepted leader of the millions of vasgkand their allies.



To fulfill this role, the Communist Party needs tb#owing characteristics, first in outlook,
leading to actual leadership status among the wgr&liass and all working people. The
Communist Party must be:

a party of the working class, part of the classitsutnost advanced segment,
a party of socialism,

based on Marxism-Leninism,

engaged in proletarian internationalism, and

organized on the principle of democratic centralism

agrwnE

To accomplish all this requires a much larger ComistuParty. Building Communist Party clubs
with strategy, tactics, education and organizatwhin shops, workplaces, and working-class
neighborhoods, helps win day-to-day struggles. Somés Communist Party clubs are vital to
bring the Partys vision, strategy, and tactics latal work with masses of working people.
Sharing their problems and struggles, the poliofdbe Party are tested and honed in the clubs.
The strategy of the Party becomes the propertyayerand more working people, eventually of
millions.

Since the publication of the Communist Manifestd 848, the communist movement has
engaged in prolonged struggle against the capigligem, playing a conscious role in working
to end exploitation, oppression, and injustice dwitle. The experiences of the world
communist movement along with the experiences obaun Party since its founding in 1919,
enriches our theory and practice. The CommunigyPas had many victories and some defeats,
accomplishments and mistakes, and successfulsantd errors from which we have learned,
that enable us to play a key role in the transitamsocialism.

The Communist Party has made key contributionkéontorking class struggle of the United
States, building industrial unions, organizing fights on the job and for a social safety net,
opposing racism and bigotry and pointing the wayaia full political, social and economic
equality, upholding democratic rights against tiveat of fascism and the far right-wing, and
supporting international working class solidarigamst imperialist globalization and for peace.

Firmly basing ourselves on Marxism-Leninism, wevstto apply theory to practice, with
practice as the test of theory, by being the mossistent fighters for broad-based unity and
against all unnecessary divisionsracism, sexistmpmalism, chauvinism, homophobia, and anti-
communism. Marxism-Leninism is an ideology that ooly explains how society works, it is a
guide for how to change the world for the better.

Marxism-Leninism is a system of ideas that corresipo the interest of the working class. Its
essential aspects consist of:

1. Dialectical and historical materialismthe laws otisl development which enable masses
of people to be active and conscious shapers ofdastiny, and a philosophical
methodology for understanding change and developmen

Political economythe laws of capitalist developmamd theories of its functioning.

The theory of socialist revolutionhow to move thghuhe stages of struggle to achieve
socialism, and the organizational forms necessaactomplish that.

wn

Taken together, along with the theory of knowledgd with the experience of the world
working-class movements for justice and socialisfarxism-Leninism provides a scientifically



based guide to action. It enables the Communigy Bamake important contributions at every
stage of struggle, and to point the way forwardlokés not make us infallible or mean we cannot
learn from others. It does enable our Party tdheentost consistent fighter for unity, for
progress, and for socialism. The Party must wagenatant ideological battle on two fronts to
keep from being pulled in either direction awaynfra sound Marxist analysis of the real
existing conditions of struggle or away from theasdgy that realistically links current struggles
with the goal of socialism, focusing the main effagainst the tendency that is stronger at a
given moment.

Our party claims no monopoly on wisdom or Marxishfe seek to work with all who are
genuinely interested in building united mass mowvastbose on the Left, Center forces, and all
who participate in progressive social activism amaking-class organization. There have been
instances in some countries where more than orenaa@tion saw themselves as proponents of
socialism. In most cases, these organizations eakyimerged with the Communist Party or
developed a strong working coalition with the skaaem of winning and constructing socialism.

We are first and foremost the Party of the worlgfags, but we are also the Party of the racially
and nationally oppressed, women, and youth. We t&ebkkild our Party among workers of all
races, nationalities, genders, ages, and sexualtations, among organized and unorganized
militant fighters for workers rights, better wagesproved working conditions, and among all
those who battle for social programs that benéfitée focus on the organized sections of the
working class because in organization lies strerigghause when workers are organized they
have more power, and because when unions moventbey large numbers of workers with
them. Similarly, we concentrate on workers in keyrkplaces and industriesthis is our policy of
industrial concentrationespecially since we camntrgach all workers at once but need to focus
on those whose position in the economy gives gtaiiggles the greatest impact. Workers in
those decisive sectors can affect the profits efrthing class as a whole because they possess
the ability to shut the system down and becaudedlgons have a huge impact on all other
workers, on mass struggle, and on the entire ecgndre also concentrate our work in key
working class neighborhoods and in communitiehefracially and nationally oppressed

The Communist Party depends on its working-clags fof organization, of turning individual
work into collective strength. Just as a union nexguall workers to go out on strike after a strike
vote no matter how any individual worker votediso a working-class revolutionary party
needs both democratic decision-making and centladlyunified action. In addition, the Party
requires unity of purpose, of visionin other wordsgceptance of the Partys general program. We
call this approach democratic centralism. At tinmethe past, our party has too-rigidly and
dogmatically interpreted democratic centralism. &ydve strive for flexibility, unity,

collectivity, and mutual commitment. We strive towall our members to our democratically
agreed upon policies, not to artificially imposseaipline on the minority. We ask a voluntary
commitment and discipline from our members to aahigur mutual goals, our collectively
agreed on strategy.

Democratic centralism in practice means that th®nal bodies take precedence over the
individual collectives and state organizations¢sinational democratically elected bodies are an
expression of the democracy of the entire Partyjdéns that once decisions have been made
based on democratic discussion, the whole Party stiige to implement them. It means we
strive for collective functioning, not just indiwidl good work. It means encouraging and
organizing the full democratic participation of alembers, but with a prohibition against



factional organizing. It means working to unitedheand practice and to collectively adapt
theory to a constantly changing world.

Unityof purpose, of vision, and of actionis impartaot just in a union, mass movement, or
coalition, it is crucial for a Communist Party.

8. Summary

The problems of exploitation, oppression, and saiviacing humankind can only be solved,
ultimately, by the elimination of the exploitatiggstem of capitalism. Our survival depends on a
transformation to socialism. The U.S. working cJagsgh a long revolutionary history and many
powerful mass movements and organizations, hagsdtential to make this transition happen.
That means building unity for peace, for protectmgl expanding democracy, for living-wage
jobs, for universal health care, for real equdltyall those who are nationally or racially
oppressed and women, for an end to the politicalrobof the ultra-right over our political
institutions, and for an end to the economic rdléhe transnational corporations. Building and
strengthening organizations of and alliances betvlee working class and its allies, winning

real unity in the course of struggle, is the patimf our current struggles towards socialism.

A Communist Party is essential for Marxists to tesblutionary theory through practice. We
are not a debating society wrangling over obsaextst We are a political movement, and we
welcome all who accept our program. As Marx salig philosophers have only interpreted the
world, in various ways; the point, however, is baoge it. The Communist Party USA is about
changing the world.

The 28th National Convention of the Communist PA®A in Chicago, lllinois adopted this
Program on July 2, 2005. The Program Drafting Cotttea: Marc Brodine, Libero Della Piana,
José Cruz, Daniel Rubin, and Joelle Fishman. Hudslaf suggestions from members and clubs
were incorporated into earlier drafts, and dozefsimendments were added by the Convention.
The National Committee approved the final text @to®er 16, 2005.



